
Jacob Smith 
Grace Bible Church - Anderson 

 

Faith at Work - The Dignity of Work - Part 2 
1 Thessalonians 4 

 
 

We are studying the role of Faith at Work because the Lord desires that every believer would walk 
and work by faith. It is only by faith that we can work for both the glory of God and the good of 
others. This week, we are studying the value God has given all human work in its potential for 
contributing to the common good. 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12 
But we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more [in love], to aspire to lead a quiet life, to attend 
to your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you. In this way you will live a 
decent life before outsiders and not be in need. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr., Pastor & Activist  
God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does.  
 
Lester Dekoster, Professor & Author  
Imagine that everyone quits working, right now! What happens? Civilized life quickly melts away. Food vanishes 
from the shelves, gas dries up at the pumps, streets are no longer patrolled, and fires burn themselves out. 
Communication and transportation services end, utilities go dead. 
Those who survive at all are soon huddled around campfires, sleeping in caves, clothed in raw animal hides. The 
difference between [a wilderness] and a culture is simply, work! 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 
For even when we were with you, we used to give you this command: “If anyone is not willing to work, neither 
should he eat.” For we hear that some among you are living an undisciplined life, not doing their own work but 
meddling in the work of others. 
Now such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and so provide their own food 
to eat. 
 
Dorothy Sayers, Author & Poet  
The essential [modern] heresy… being that work is not the expression of man’s creative energy in the service of 
Society, but only something one does in order to obtain money and leisure... Doctors practice medicine not 
primarily to relieve suffering, but to make a living – the cure of the patient is something that happens on the 
way.  
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author 
If the point of work is to serve and exalt ourselves, then our work inevitably becomes less about the work and 
more about us. Our aggressiveness will eventually become abuse, our drive will become burnout, and our self-
sufficiency will become self-loathing.  
But if the purpose of our work is to serve and exalt something beyond ourselves, then we actually have a better 
reason to deploy our talent, ambition, and entrepreneurial vigor – and we are more likely to be successful in the 
long run, even by the world’s definition.  
 



Frederick Buechner, Author & Theologian  
To believe that a wise and good God is in charge of things implies that there is a fit between things that need 
doing and the person I am meant to be… [between] the kind of work that you need most to do, and that the 
world most needs to have done... Where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet. 
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author 
How, with my existing abilities and opportunities, can I be of greatest service to other people, knowing what I do 
of God’s will and of human need? 
 
Tom Nelson, Pastor & Author 
The excellence of our work often gives us the credibility to speak of the excellence of our Lord Jesus and to share 
the good news of the gospel with our coworkers… Our God-honoring work is often one of the greatest 
apologetics for our God-focused words.  
 


