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Faith at Work - The Difficulty of Work 
Genesis 3 

 
 

We are studying the role of Faith at Work because the Lord desires that every believer would walk 
and work by faith. It is only by faith that we can work for both the glory of God and the good of 
others. This week, we are examining how believers can avoid discouragement in work and pursue a 
better purpose. 

 
Genesis 3:17 
But to Adam he said, “Because you obeyed your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you,  
‘You must not eat from it,’ cursed is the ground thanks to you; in painful toil you will eat of it all the days  
of your life. 
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author  
Work is not itself a curse, but it now lies with all other aspects of human life under the curse of sin  
 
Genesis 3:18 
It will produce thorns and thistles for you, but you will eat the grain of the field. 
 
Genesis 3:19 
By the sweat of your brow you will eat food until you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you will return.” 
  
Ecclesiastes 3:18-21 
So I loathed all the fruit of my effort, for which I worked so hard on earth, because I must leave it behind in the 
hands of my successor. Who knows if he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will be master over all the fruit of 
my labor for which I worked so wisely on earth!  
This also is futile! 
So I began to despair about all the fruit of my labor for which I worked so hard on earth. For a man may do his 
work with wisdom, knowledge, and skill; however, he must hand over the fruit of his labor as an inheritance to 
someone else who did not work for it. This also is futile, and an awful injustice! 
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author  
One of the reasons work is both fruitless and pointless is the powerful inclination of the human heart to make 
work, and its attendant benefits, the basis of one’s meaning and identity  
[Work] becomes a way to distinguish myself from my neighbor, to show the world and prove to myself that I’m 
special. It is a way to accumulate power and security, and to exercise control over my destiny. 
 
Genesis 3:20 
The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all the living. 
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author  
 [Idolatry] means imagining and trusting anything to deliver the control, security, significance, satisfaction, and 
beauty that only the real God can give. It means turning a good thing into an ultimate thing.  
 


