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This Semester, we're studying the book of Hebrews to better understand Who Jesus is and What 
He's done. What we will find is that Jesus is better than anything our world has to offer. This week, 
we're looking at the Audience, Author, Authority and Argument of Hebrews as we identify the 
second major theme of the book: our Fellowship in Christ. 

 
Intro – Axe Cop (Video) 

• At this point, some of us are thinking: “But what about the dinosaur heads with bombs in them?” 
While the rest of us are thinking: “Whaaaa?” And I would direct both questions to the end credits, 
which explain… this story was written by a 5yr old 

• And while that fact still doesn’t FULLY explain why Flute Cop was turned into a dinosaur because… 
blood. It still helps – We need the Context to understand the Content 

The Truth is… 
• We don’t always have the full context of a story or statement or situation before we make snap 

judgments on its content. We decided to drop that class because that syllabus was 12pgs front AND 
back??; We assume our girlfriend/boyfriend was insensitive with that possibly sarcastic text; We just 
know our roommate is leaving out his/her dishes as a personal attack against everything we stand 
for! 

• The problem is that without the proper context, these snap judgments and decisions can lead us 
down the wrong path – which is exactly what can happen when we read the book of Hebrews 

This Semester… 
• We’re studying the book of Hebrews to better understand Who Jesus is and What He’s done. Our 

world tells us we deserve “The Best” so we try to be “The Best” or we try to know “What’s Best.” 
But Hebrews tells us that no matter what anyone thinks, says, or does, Jesus is Better. 

This Morning… 
• We’re going to examine the Context of Hebrews because it’s crucial for understanding the Content 

in Hebrews – After we study the Audience, Author, and Authority of the book, we can better 
understand the Argument 

• Last week, we introduced the first major theme of the book: the Faithfulness of Christ. This week 
we’ll see the second major theme: our Fellowship in Christ – We’ll see that Christ is better than 
your Isolation 

Audience 
• Definitely had an audience in mind - Ends like a letter, even though it doesn’t begin like one (Ex: 

parents signing their texts) 
• The book was quoted in the 1st century, but Clement of Rome didn’t name a title – not called “to 

the Hebrews” until the 2nd century 
o However, the title took root because of the internal evidence… 

• Most likely Jewish Believers in the early 60s 
o Lived under the old covenant/law 
o Familiarity with Old Testament 
o Came to faith through people who personally heard Christ 
o Facing persecution, but not death (Nero kicked off in ‘65) 

  



Author 
• Again, quoted in the 1st century, but Clement of Rome didn’t name an author either 
• At first, people just took the author for granted. Then they listed Paul, but this was disputed pretty 

quickly because while the brilliant thoughts line up with Paul, the brilliant writing doesn’t  
o Read: Origen quote about tension of authorship 
o Ex: Axe Cop – Thoughts of a 5yr old, art of a 30yr old 

• Extensive knowledge of Old Testament and the Greek language 
• Most likely Apollos or Barnabas or transcript of Paul 

o All knowledgeable enough 
o All respected enough 
o Nothing else by Apollos or Barnabas for comparison 

• Read: Origen quote about legit early church 
Authority 

• Accepted as Scripture by 363 @ Council of Laodicea 
o Council’s job was to Recognize, not Regulate  
o Answer the question: which books on the shelf will we die for? 

• If not by an Apostle, definitely by a direct connection 
• Consistent with orthodoxy 
• Incredibly high spiritual value – Wonderful Christology & beautiful Old Testament connection to 

Christ 
• Read: Calvin quote about value of book 

Argument 
• Read: Hebrews 10.19-22 – Knowing his audience is familiar with Old Testament Law, the author 

reinforces: Jesus is Better 
• Read: Hebrews 10.23-24 – Knowing his audience is starting to fracture in the face of persecution, 

the author reinforces: the Faithfulness of Christ & our Fellowship in Christ 
• Faithfulness of Christ 

o Seen last week with Isaac – Our failure does not nullify the faithfulness of God 
o His love is based on our Position, not our Performance 

• Fellowship in Christ 
o Ex: 85yr old BFFs (Video) - we all want that friendship! We all want to reach that level of 

simultaneous phone conversations and monologues about the benefits of letter writing – 
but we actually already have something better! 

o Read: Hebrews 10.23 - Bound by faith, not experience 
� Read: Bonhoeffer quote 
� An Experience ends, but our Faith is forever! 

o Love – Godly Fellowship always expands 
� Ex: Friend groups can be Inviting (Sports Fans) or Intimidating (Music Fans) 
� Application: Join a Start/Grow Group! Join for others, not self 

o Serve (good works) – Godly Fellowship always serves 
� Ex: Crew Team is consistently our most well attended and most positively reviewed 

Serve Group 
� Application: Join a Serve Group! Apply to Impact! 

• If we know & love Christ, we should know & love His Community 
 
 
  



[19] Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, [20] by the 
new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, [21] and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, [22] let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. [23] Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. [24] And let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, [25] not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
(Hebrews 10:19-25 ESV) 
 
[32] But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 
[33] sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so 
treated. [34] For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. [35] Therefore do not 
throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. [36] For you have need of endurance, so that when you 
have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. [37] For, 
 “Yet a little while, 
  and the coming one will come and will not delay; 
 [38] but my righteous one shall live by faith, 
  and if he shrinks back, 
 my soul has no pleasure in him.” 
[39] But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their 
souls. 
(Hebrews 10:32-39 ESV) 
 
“The character of the diction of the epistle superscribed to the Hebrews lacks the apostle’s rudeness of 
expression… But on the other hand the thoughts of the epistle are admirable and in no way inferior to those of 
the acknowledged writings of the apostle… But as to who actually wrote the epistle, God knows the truth of the 
matter.” – Origen (3rd century) 
 
“It may be some compensation for our ignorance, however, to have it brought home to us that Early Christianity 
was even richer in creative minds and personalities than the exiguous surviving evidence of tradition gives us to 
understand.” – Origen (3rd century) 
 
“I class it without hesitation among the apostolical writings… There is, indeed, no book in Holy Scripture which 
speaks so clearly of the priesthood of Christ, which so highly exalts the virtue and dignity of that only true 
sacrifice which He offered by His death, which so abundantly deals with the use of ceremonies as well as their 
abrogation, and in a word, so fully explains that Christ is the end of the Law. Let us therefore not allow the 
Church of God or ourselves to be deprived of so great a benefit, but firmly defend the possession of it.” – John 
Calvin (16th century) 
 
“We are bound together by faith, not by experience" – Dietrich Bonhoeffer (20th century)  
 
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
(Philippians 2:1-4 ESV) 
 
 
 


