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Hebrews: Better than Your Identities 
Hebrews 2 

 
 

Jesus is better than anything our world has to offer. This week, we're looking at the identity adopted 
by Jesus and the identity He offers His followers that's better than any identities we create on our 
own. 

 
Read: Hebrews 2.17-18 
Many of us have had that moment of deciding which Hogwarts house we’d join, or which pro sports team we’d 
play for, or which superhero we’d become, why?  
The Truth is… 

• We’re attracted to the attributes or accomplishments of others in those positions, so we chase that 
identity either in our dreams or in reality. While we might never become the Cowboys QB who fights 
Slytherins as Batman, we can take on the identity of Counselor at THAT camp, or Active member of 
THAT organization, or Intern at THAT company 

The Problem is… 
• All of these identities will eventually fade away because they will fail to meet our expectation, or 

they will end. And then what? 
This Semester… 

• We’re studying the book of Hebrews to better understand Who Jesus is and What He’s done. Our 
world tells us we deserve “The Best” so we try to be “The Best” or we try to know “What’s Best.” 
But Hebrews tells us that no matter what anyone thinks, says, or does, Jesus is Better. 

This Morning… 
• We’re in Chapter 2, where we’ll see the identity taken on by Jesus & the identity he offers to 

everyone who follows Him. 
• Whether you follow Jesus or not, at some point you’ve taken an identity focused on… 

Our Identities 
• Role 

o Ex: Christian, Leader, Counselor, Exec, Officer, Intern 
o Ex: Whatever’s on your Résumé under “Related Experience” or “Extracurricular” 

• Responsibility 
o Ex: Busy, Stressed, Chill, Studying, One-handed catch guy, Dancing shark during Katy Perry’s 

halftime show guy? 
• Relationship 

o Romantic - Dating/not dating 
� Ex: Replies “No, why?” or “No, and I’ll tell you why…” 

o Family - Son/daughter; Brother/sister 
� Ex: Pic of Charlotte stressed out being my daughter  

• Unfortunately, all of these identities fade away. But when that happens, we simply take on a new 
identity because… 

Our Inspiration 
• Our identity answers the question “What do I want to be?” – and we’re happy to circle back to that 

question as many times as we need to 
o We choose identities that bring improvement to our lives – we feel and/or look better with 

it on – it’s a step up 
• Which is why it’s so confusing to see what Jesus did… 



Christ’s Identity 
• Man - Read: Hebrews 2.5-8 – quoting Psalm 8 

o Another dig at angels (idols) 
o “Testified somewhere” - emphasizes the True Author over the human writer – David’s 

context was humanity in general, but God is applying it to Jesus specifically 
o “Do not yet see… subjection” – we haven’t seen everything put under Jesus’ feet yet – the 

world is still fallen  
• Death - Read: Phil 2.7-8 

o “Emptied himself” – put aside his own interests 
o “Humbled himself” – lowered himself to the point of death – ultimate humility  

� Ex: Tristan mocking “Kill the man that I am” prayer 
• Jesus took on the identity of a Dead Man – why? There are lots of reasons for this identity, but 

Hebrews highlights two… 
Christ’s Inspiration 

• Salvation - Read: Hebrews 2.9,14-15 
o He shared in our death so we can share in His life 
o Defeated death by dying 

� Ex: James Naismith (Pic) invented basketball (1891) & coached the only losing 
record at UK (55-60) 

o Propitiation – appeasing & reconciling 
o Resurrection eliminates fear of death – there’s hope 

• Service - Read: Hebrews 2.17-18 
o He shared in our humanity so we can share in His empathy 
o Christianity alone claims that Our God is Empathetic! 

� Ex: What is Empathy? (video) 
o “Able to help” – literally “Run to the cry of a child” 
o He’s the best Priest we could ever ask for! 

� Ex: Terrible priest = Eli – sons were nightmares, accused Hannah of being drunk 
• Jesus took on the identity of a dead man in order to save and serve humanity – He didn’t want to 

be a dead guy, but Humanity needed Him to be a dead guy 
o It wasn’t a question of Position, but of Purpose – The “what” was determined by the “why” 

Our Inspiration 
• Read: Phil 2.3-5 – We can’t all take on the identity of a dead man, but we can all choose identities 

that bring salvation and service to others  
o We need to change our question from  “What do I want?” to “What do others need?” 
o An outward focused identity will never fade away because there are always others in need – 

The identity offered by Jesus is better! 
App – Our Mission Near & Far 

• Where are you bringing salvation? 
• Where are you bringing service? 

 
 
 
 
  



[5] For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. [6] It has been 
testified somewhere, 
 “What is man, that you are mindful of him, 
  or the son of man, that you care for him? 
[7] You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
  you have crowned him with glory and honor, 
[8]  putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
 Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to him. [9] But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 
[10] For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should 
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. [11] For he who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, [12] saying, 
 “I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
  [13] And again, 
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
  And again, 
 “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, [15] and deliver all those 
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. [16] For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he 
helps the offspring of Abraham. [17] Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people. [18] For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted. 
(Hebrews 2:5-18 ESV) 
 
[3] Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
[4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. [5] Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, [6] who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7] but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. [8] And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2:3-8 ESV) 
 


