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Better than Your Inadequacy 
Hebrews 8 

 
 

This Semester, we're studying the book of Hebrews to better understand Who Jesus is and What 
He's done. What we will find is that Jesus is better than anything our world has to offer. This week, 
the author explains how Jesus uses his better position to offer a better promise in what we call the 
New Covenant. 

 
Read: Hebrews 8.10-12 
Intro: Dogs Can’t Catch (Video) – Sometimes we find ourselves unable or unwilling to meet the expectations 
set before us – We can’t get the group project finished on time; We couldn’t impress that guy/girl we liked; We 
flubbed up that interview; We fail & we feel inadequate! 
The Truth is… 

• We’ve all felt inadequate, especially before the Lord. We don’t have the words to comfort our 
friend in need. We aren’t ready to lead others in studying Scripture. We can’t fully trust God’s plan 
for our future in that city in that job with that person. 

• We all have areas where we feel like the immature believer in Chapter 6 and we feel stuck 
The Beauty is…  

• Our God knows we’re inadequate for His calling, so He has provided a means to prepare us for His 
calling through the New Covenant that is available because Jesus is Better than our Inadequacy 

This Semester… 
• We’re studying the book of Hebrews to better understand Who Jesus is and What He’s done. Our 

world tells us we deserve “The Best” so we try to be “The Best” or we try to know “What’s Best.” 
But Hebrews tells us that no matter what anyone thinks, says, or does, Jesus is Better. 

This Morning… 
• We’re in Chapter 8 where the author explains that God knows we’re inadequate for His calling, so 

He has provided a means to prepare us for His calling through the New Covenant that is available 
because Jesus is Better than our Inadequacy! 

Remember Context to understand Content 
• Audience: 60s AD Jewish Believers facing persecution 
• Passage: Christ is serving as our High Priest securing our salvation & providing confidence to 

approach God. And now we’re going to see the greatest result of Christ’s ministry… 
A Better Place (v1-5) 

• Read: 8.1-2 – As mentioned a few weeks ago, Christ is a better priest because He’s serving in 
Heaven instead of Earth 

• Read: 8.5 – The ministry we see here is simply a “copy and shadow” of the things to come 
• Christ’s place is important not only because it increases His glory, but because it increases our 

confidence 
o This is why we can be confident when He provides… 

A Better Promise (v6-13) 
• Purpose of Covenant (6-7) 

o Read: 8.6 – Christ offers a better covenant! Meaning: agreement between 2 parties with 
promises and terms. 
� Ex: Sort of like a contract or handshake, but you kill something as part of it? 

 
 



• Promised Grace (7-9) 
o Read: 8.7 – There’s a need for a New Covenant (new material, not just newer in time) 

because the first one wasn’t sufficient – why? Was it a bad covenant? 
o Read: 8.8-9 – The problem wasn’t the covenant, it was the people involved in the 

covenant! 
� Ex: God broke up with Israel – “It’s not Me, it’s you…” 

o The Mosaic Covenant was great at demonstrating the Holiness of God, but it didn’t provide 
Change or Forgiveness. 
� Ex: College girl houses display cleanliness, but don’t change motivation or lack of 

cleaning supplies 
o The New Covenant is New because it shifts from “we will” (Ex24) to “I will” – We are saved 

BY GRACE alone through Faith alone in Christ alone – which leads to… 
• Promised Change (10) 

o Read: 8.10 – Through His grace, God promises to change our desire and ability to obey – The 
Law was external & written on stone, the New Covenant is written on our hearts & minds 
� Ex: Wearing A&M gear VS becoming an Aggie 
� Ex: Eating lima beans VS enjoying lima beans 

o Unfortunately, many of us think we’re saved by grace but must fulfill our Christian life 
according to Old Testament Law. We want New Covenant for salvation & Law for 
sanctification. 
� Paul has a term for this mentality: “fallen from grace” (Read: Gal 5.4) – We aren’t 

made holy by trying to follow God’s Law, but by submitting to God’s Spirit 
• Promised Forgiveness (11-12) 

o Read: 8.11-12 – The New Covenant promises forgiveness. The New Covenant brings 
Resolution where the Law brought only Remembrance (Read: Rom 3.20) 
� Ex: Pointing out Charlotte’s inability to pick up her head VS helping Charlotte pick up 

her head (PIC) 
o This forgiveness is not God “forgetting” our sin – Our God knows our sin, but He doesn’t 

hold it against us 
� He deals with us in Grace & Mercy, not Law & Merit 
� This is how we should forgive – we treat others as if they have not sinned because 

God treated His Son as if He had 
� I experience forgiveness, so I extend forgiveness 

• Promised Eternity (13) 
o Read: 8.13 – The Old Covenant was still governing the nation of Israel & seemed to be solid 

– why would you leave? 
� Ex: 1832 – Pope Gregory XVI banned street lights 

o They didn’t realize the temple would be destroyed in 70AD and there hasn’t been a temple 
or priesthood since 
� However, our Priest is Eternal, as are His Promises 

Application 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to change our Desire & Ability to obey 
• We should trust God’s forgiveness in our failure & inadequacy 

o Step out in faith & apply for Leadership! 
 
Prayer 

• Partner: Share where you want to trust the Lord despite your inadequacy – His promised Change or 
promised Forgiveness? 

• Solo: Pray for the opportunity to share these Promises with others, maybe as a leader! 
 
 



[1] Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, [2] a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not 
man. [3] For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to 
have something to offer. [4] Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who 
offer gifts according to the law. [5] They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was 
about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the 
pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” [6] But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much 
more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. [7] For 
if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 
 
 [8] For he finds fault with them when he says: 
 
 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 
  when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 
  and with the house of Judah, 
 [9] not like the covenant that I made with their fathers 
  on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. 
 For they did not continue in my covenant, 
  and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 
 [10] For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
  after those days, declares the Lord: 
 I will put my laws into their minds, 
  and write them on their hearts, 
 and I will be their God, 
  and they shall be my people. 
 [11] And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor 
  and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
 for they shall all know me, 
  from the least of them to the greatest. 
 [12] For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 
  and I will remember their sins no more.” 
  
[13] In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to vanish away. 
(Hebrews 8 ESV) 
 
[4] You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 
(Galatians 5:4 ESV) 
 
[20] For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. 
(Romans 3:20 ESV) 
 
 
 


