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We're studying the book of Judges to better understand why Believers are called to reject 
Relativism, which leads to death, in order to embrace God's commands, which lead to life. We might 
think it's best if we're in charge, but God has shown us through Judges that Pride can warp our 
Perspective. Instead of building our own kingdoms and gaining our own followers, God calls 
Believers to be faithful with what He gives. 

 
Judges 9:1-2 

Now Abimelech son of Jerub-Baal went to Shechem to see his mother’s relatives. He said to them and to his 
mother’s entire extended family, “Tell all the leaders of Shechem this: ‘Why would you want to have seventy 
men, all Jerub-Baal’s sons, ruling over you, when you can have just one ruler? Recall that I am your own flesh 
and blood.’” 
  

Judges 9:3-4 
His mother’s relatives spoke on his behalf to all the leaders of Shechem and reported his proposal. The leaders 
were drawn to Abimelech; they said, “He is our close relative.” They paid him seventy silver shekels out of the 
temple of Baal-Berith.  Abimelech then used the silver to hire some lawless, dangerous men as his followers. 
 

Judges 9:5-6 
He went to his father’s home in Ophrah and murdered his half-brothers, the seventy legitimate sons of Jerub-
Baal, on one stone. Only Jotham, Jerub-Baal’s youngest son, escaped, because he hid. All the leaders of 
Shechem and Beth Millo assembled and then went and made Abimelech king by the oak near the pillar in 
Shechem. 
 

Judges 9:25 
The leaders of Shechem rebelled against Abimelech by putting bandits in the hills, who robbed everyone who 
traveled by on the road. But Abimelech found out about it. 
 

Judges 9:45 
Abimelech fought against the city all that day. He captured the city and killed all the people in it. Then he 
leveled the city and spread salt over it. 
  

Judges 9:50-55 
Abimelech moved on to Thebez; he besieged and captured it. There was a fortified tower in the center of the 
city, so all the men and women, as well as the city’s leaders, ran into it and locked the entrance. Then they 
went up to the roof of the tower. Abimelech came and attacked the tower. When he approached the entrance 
of the tower to set it on fire, a woman threw an upper millstone down on his head and shattered his skull. He 
quickly called to the young man who carried his weapons, “Draw your sword and kill me, so they will not say, 
‘A woman killed him.’” So the young man stabbed him and he died. When the Israelites saw that Abimelech 
was dead, they went home. 
 

2 Samuel 11:21 
Who struck down Abimelech the son of Jerub-Besheth? Didn’t a woman throw an upper millstone down on 
him from the wall so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go so close to the wall?’ 
 



Isaiah 9:6-7 
For a child has been born to us, a son has been given to us. 
He shoulders responsibility and is called: 
Extraordinary Strategist, 
Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 
His dominion will be vast and he will bring immeasurable prosperity. 
He will rule on David’s throne and over David’s kingdom, 
establishing it and strengthening it by promoting justice and fairness, 
from this time forward and forevermore. 
The Lord’s intense devotion to his people will accomplish this. 
 


