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We're studying the book of Judges to better understand why Believers are called to reject 
Relativism, which leads to death, in order to embrace God's commands, which lead to life. In the 
midst of pain caused by another person, we might think it's best to repress the issue or to seek 
revenge, but as Believers, God calls us to seek resolution and restoration in order to bring about 
repentance. 

 
Judges 10:17-11:3  
The Ammonites assembled and camped in Gilead; the Israelites gathered together and camped in Mizpah. The 
leaders of Gilead said to one another, “Who is willing to lead the charge against the Ammonites? He will become 
the leader of all who live in Gilead!”  
Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a brave warrior. His mother was a prostitute, but Gilead was his father. Gilead’s 
wife also gave him sons. When his wife’s sons grew up, they made Jephthah leave and said to him,  
“You are not going to inherit any of our father’s wealth, because you are another woman’s son.” So Jephthah 
left his half-brothers and lived in the land of Tob. Lawless men joined Jephthah’s gang and traveled with him. 
 
Judges 11:5-7  
When the Ammonites attacked, the leaders of Gilead asked Jephthah to come back from the land of Tob. They 
said, “Come, be our commander, so we can fight with the Ammonites.”  
Jephthah said to the leaders of Gilead, “But you hated me and made me leave my father’s house. Why do you 
come to me now, when you are in trouble?” 
 
Judges 11:8-9  
The leaders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “That may be true, but now we pledge to you our loyalty. Come with us 
and fight with the Ammonites. Then you will become the leader of all who live in Gilead.” 
Jephthah said to the leaders of Gilead, “All right! If you take me back to fight with the Ammonites and the LORD 
gives them to me, I will be your leader.” 
  
Judges 11:12-13  
Jephthah sent messengers to the Ammonite king, saying, “Why have you come against me to attack my land?”  
The Ammonite king said to Jephthah’s messengers, “Because Israel stole my land when they came up from 
Egypt—from the Arnon River in the south to the Jabbok River in the north, and as far west as the Jordan. Now 
return it peaceably!” 
  
Judges 11:28  
But the Ammonite king disregarded the message sent by Jephthah. 
  
Judges 11:32-33  
Jephthah approached the Ammonites to fight with them, and the LORD handed them over to him. He defeated 
them from Aroer all the way to Minnith—twenty cities in all, even as far as Abel Keramim! He wiped them out! 
The Israelites humiliated the Ammonites. 
  
 
 
 



Judges 11:30-31  
Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, saying, “If you really do hand the Ammonites over to me, then whatever is 
the first to come through the doors of my house to meet me when I return safely from fighting the 
Ammonites—it will belong to the LORD and I will offer it up as a burnt sacrifice.” 
  
Judges 11:34-39a  
When Jephthah came home to Mizpah, there was his daughter hurrying out to meet him, dancing to the rhythm 
of tambourines. She was his only child; except for her he had no son or daughter. -  
When he saw her, he ripped his clothes and said, “Oh no! My daughter! You have completely ruined me! You 
have brought me disaster! I made an oath to the LORD, and I cannot break it.” 
She said to him, “My father, since you made an oath to the LORD, do to me as you promised. After all, the LORD 
vindicated you before your enemies, the Ammonites.” She then said to her father, “Please grant me this one 
wish. For two months allow me to walk through the hills with my friends and mourn my virginity.” -  
He said, “You may go.” He permitted her to leave for two months. She went with her friends and mourned her 
virginity as she walked through the hills. After two months she returned to her father, and he did to her as he 
had vowed. She died a virgin. 
  
Romans 5.19-21  
For just as through the disobedience of the one man many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of 
one man many will be made righteous. 
Now the law came in so that the transgression may increase, but where sin increased, grace abounds all the 
more, so that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace will reign through righteousness to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


