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David: Fraternity in Difficulty 
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We've all had good friendships, but we need to realize that the truly great friendships bring great 
glory to God. In the life of David, his relationship with Jonathan was a truly great friendship thanks 
to their commitment to Provide, Protect, and Pray for one another. 

 
Read: Psalm 133 
Intro – Ben & Jacob 

• Susan and I have been together for about 7 ½ years, and she’s my best friend. However, RIGHT 
behind her in my heart is a guy named Ben Biles, who’s been my OTHER best friend for almost 22 
years. (K-5 Pic) 

• Our friendship began in preschool, when we became carpool partners. We quickly bonded thanks to 
our shared love of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and our love of making fun of his little brother. 

• However, the fact remained that I was an Indian and he was a Pilgrim. So conflict was inevitable. 
Thanks to historical documentation, aka the brief period when I thought it was cool to keep a diary, I 
have one such conflict recorded for all posterity… (Read Journal) 

• Truly a dark day, but somehow we managed to salvage our friendship! 
The Truth is… 

• We’ve been burned by friends, and those relationships don’t always recover. We’ve had friendships 
fall apart because of frustration, apathy, romance, jealousy, pride, or selfishness. We’ve all attacked 
or been deeply hurt by people we called friends, and I have to ask: Is that supposed to happen? As 
Christians, should our friendships look like that? 

This Semester… 
• We’re studying the Life of David through his stories and Psalms in order to understand what made 

him a “man after God’s own heart.” I want us to understand what defined him because I want to 
have that heart, and I want you to have that heart. So far, we’ve looked at David’s response to Sin, 
Rejection, Darkness, Loss, and Pride. 

This Morning… 
• We’re looking at David’s response to Friendship. We just read Psalm 133 because it’s clear on how 

David viewed friendship: He placed incredible value on it because he knew that Great Friendships 
bring Great Glory to God 

• And David could speak about great friendships because he was part of one of the best friendships 
ever with a guy named Jonathan. 

The Bro-genning 
• Read: 1 Samuel 18.1-3 - David meets Jonathan right after he kills Goliath, and immediately, their 

souls were “knit together” - why?  
o Because they were both warriors! Brothers in arms! Because Strong Friendships come from 

Shared Focus 
o C.S. Lewis Quote: “Lovers are face-to-face. Friends are side-by-side, looking ahead. This is 

why the pathetic people who simply want friends never make any. The very condition of 
having friends is wanting something other than friends. Friendship must be about something 
even if it is just dominoes or white mice.” 

• Ex: Stories, Sports, School 
o The problem is that all of those shared focuses end, which often ends our friendships 

 



• The truth is if you want a strong friendship, you’ve got to have a shared focus of Jesus Christ. He’s 
the only lasting focus! 

• That’s where friendship starts, but where does it go? Between David and Jonathan, we see 3 Key 
Qualities: 

Friends Provide - Friends sacrifice for one another 
• Read: 1 Samuel 18.4 - Jonathan knows David needs equipment, so he gives David everything he’s got 

(keep the belt!) 
o Read: John 15.13 – Great Friends Sacrifice 

• App: When was the last time you saw your friend in need and brushed it off? When it was too 
inconvenient to help? 

Friends Protect - Friends guard the reputations of one another 
• Read: 1 Sam 19.4-5: Jonathan knows David has been targeted by Saul, so Jonathan stands up to Saul 

on David’s behalf 
o Read: Col 3.12-14 – Great Friends Build/Encourage/Love 

• App: When was the last time you failed to stand up for your friend? Or tore them down for a laugh? 
Or refused to forgive? 

Friends Pray - Friends pray for and with one another 
• Read: 1 Sam 23.15-16: David is on the run again, so Jonathan goes to him and strengthened him “in 

God” 
• Ben & Jacob Ex: Last week, I was out because my grandfather died. Even though he was a believer 

and is now way better off in Heaven, when I found out I felt grief and thankfully had Susan to talk 
and process it all. But after talking it through and lining up details with Susan, my immediate 
thought was “I should tell Ben.” Why? Because I knew he’d want to know! And when we talked a 
few days later he told me that he’d already heard and had been praying for me because that’s what 
great friends do. 

o Read: Eph 6.18-20; James 5.16 – Great Friends Pray 
• App: When was the last time you prayed for/with your friend? Or even asked how you could pray? 

Or promised to pray, but didn’t? 
The truth is we’ve failed on every level, and we can’t just force ourselves to have Strong Friendships, but we can 
keep Jesus Christ as our Shared Focus.  

• Don’t make the mistake of simply Studying Jesus (Read: Dan Wallace)  
• Pursue a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through time and prayer, and as you pursue Him, 

you’ll be strengthened to Provide/Protect/Pray for your friends because…  
o Jesus Provided our salvation 
o Jesus Protects us from temptation 
o Jesus Prays on our behalf to the Father 

App:  
• Chase after God.  
• Surround yourself with believers who are chasing after God.  
• Ask God to help you Provide, Protect, and Pray for those believers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 Samuel 18:1-3, ESV  
As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that day and would not let him return to his father's house. Then 
Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul.  
 
1 Samuel 18:4, ESV  
And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his 
sword and his bow and his belt.  
 
John 15:13, ESV  
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  
 
1 Samuel 19:4-5, ESV  
And Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king sin against his servant 
David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you. For he took his 
life in his hand and he struck down the Philistine, and the Lord worked a great salvation for all Israel. You saw it, 
and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood by killing David without cause?”  
 
Colossians 3:12-14, ESV  
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.  
 
1 Samuel 23:15-16, ESV  
David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. David was in the wilderness of Ziph at Horesh. And Jonathan, 
Saul's son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in God.  
 
Ephesians 6:18-20, ESV  
…praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth 
boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it 
boldly, as I ought to speak.  
 
James 5:16, ESV  
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person has great power as it is working.  
 


