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God's Plan Is Bigger Than Our Plans 
2 Samuel 7 

 
 

In the previous talk we learned that sometimes God says no to good things and that we should trust 
him.  Here we get to learn why we can trust God's plan and what his plan is and always has been.  In 
the end we'll see that ultimately it's because His plan is bigger. 

 
We’ve all had promises told to us. Our opinions of people are often based around if they could make or keep 
their promises. For that reason we’re studying one of God’s multiple promises, called covenants in the Old 
Testament. Because it’s going to show us what his plan is for David but also his people. 
Covenant Crash Course: 
Through the Old Testament we have covenants that God makes with important people throughout biblical 
history. They start with Abraham as he promises him a great nation and continue to Moses as he promises him 
deliverance of his people into the promised land as long as they hold to the commandments given to them and 
then we arrive here at the Davidic Covenant where he meets with David and is going to promise him three 
things that will change David, but also the rest of the world for eternity. 
Last week recap:  
To understand this week we must first recap what happened last week to put things into perspective. A lot of 
what Jacob talked about last week can be summed up by my favorite villain in all of cinema history, the Joker, 
when he is talking to Harvey Dent in the hospital and he says,  
“You know what I've noticed? Nobody panics when things go "according to plan." Even if the plan is horrifying!” 
and we get this completely. We all have plans. They all come crumbling down, like for me this summer…. 
Illustration:  
I went on a bike ride across the country with two of my best friends from high school. We drove 24 hours 
straight to Virginia beach and set up camp to wake up the next morning and begin a trek that would basically 
repeat itself for 27 days through 7 states and 2000 miles. It took a lot of planning and stupidity to make this 
thing happen. One of my buddies was in charge of maps, but the thing that we did differently is we didn’t use 
pre navigated maps from bicycle companies. We made our own directions that we navigated ourselves thanks to 
satellites and Google maps. The only problem with the rest of the country is they don’t believe in paved roads or 
even marked roads as much as the great state of Texas does. We woke up our first morning and our map got us 
lost, we figured no big deal and just rerouted ourselves thinking it was a onetime thing of bad luck. However, we 
would spend probably 18 of those 27 days having to redirect ourselves at least once…and it got frustrating. We 
made all these perfect plans over the years only for them to crumble piece by piece every single morning we 
woke up. They were mostly frustrating because we didn’t know where they were going to take us, how long they 
were going to be, and if they would even work. It was miserable…I spent most nights in the fetal position 
begging for God to just bring all believers home…now. And for most of us, that’s our view daily. Our plans are 
made, only to be broken and we’re told to trust God. Last week we were told to trust God and approach him 
with a stillness, waiting for direction but what we want to know is why? Why are we supposed to give God the 
benefit of the doubt and trust him? 
Transition:  
What we’ll find in God’s promise to David is why we can trust him. We’re going to see His perspective, who His 
plans are for, and their purpose. Then we can know why we approach God in the still because His plan is bigger. 
Main Point: Why can I trust God? God’s plan is bigger for these 3 reasons… 
• Perspective (Outside of time)-First Climbers of Everest (camps used 60 years later) 

o Text V. 8&9, 12&13 



o Explanation: God reminds David where he came from and that he’s been with him for his entire life. 
That David is sitting where he is now, because of what God has done in his life up to this point. Then, 
later in the covenant he tells David what he’s going to do after David is gone, how will still be good 
and faithful.  He starts to speak about David’s line and how through David’s line God will establish a 
Kingdom and give him a throne to lead from. These things, David would not see. He wouldn’t see 
the temple that would eventually be built by his son Solomon, or the Kingdom be established, or the 
rule of his son. They were outside of his time, and that’s where God’s plan has always been…Outside 
of time. What we see through past covenants and the bible as a whole is that God is crafting a huge 
a miraculous plan not in a year, or 10 years, or one lifetime, but all of time. He is using ALL of time.  

o Point: God’s Perspective is eternal 
o Illustration: Mount Everest is a mountain that all of us have heard of. In our minds it’s seen as the 

ultimate form of conquering all things unconquerable. I look at that and see statistics, like the fact 
that over 200 people have died trying to climb it, only 30% of people have ever even succeeded and 
I personally will never have enough upper body strength or motivation to leave my couch to get up 
that thing. Just no. But about 60 years ago two people would look that no in the face and be crazy 
enough to climb it. And they would be the first of almost 3000 people to be successful. That means 
at that time they were the only statistic to make it to the top. Now, when you climb a mountain it 
takes multiple days and is this long process of climbing and camping and climbing some more and 
figuring out each move. They would end up making and staying at 9 different camp sites along the 
mountain that ARE STILL USED TO THIS DAY. That part blows my mind, because it means that when 
they got down, they weren’t concerned with being the only ones to ever climb Mt. Everest. They 
had a perspective that didn’t just span their one climb. They had to have told other people, “Hey we 
camped here, here, and here…and that’s how we made the climb happen” Because of their camps, 
another 3000 people would get to be successful at climbing this mountain. People that they would 
never see climb or hear about climbing because they have both lived their adventurous lives and 
passed on. But they had a perspective that wasn’t just about that one climb. It spanned all climbs. 
God’s plan for us and his want for us is to span not just our life, our one climb. It spans many 
decades, generations, centuries, and millenniums…because he’s been crafting a great work since 
Genesis 1.  

o Point: His plan has eternal perspective. Ours should too. 
Transition: 
• Our two climbers plan spanned past their lifetime, how? Through people. And what we see in the 

Davidic Covenant, is God’s doing the same thing with his people. 
• People (through and for)-Dobri Dobev and J Hamm (big service and little service) 

o Text V. 10&11, 16  
o Explanation: Everything that God has promised David will happen through David and has his people 

in mind. His promise will protect his people, give them land, and protect them. It promises them to 
always have a king through David’s line, which they begged God for earlier in the text. The fact that 
God is directly intervening in David’s life, shows that he was concerned for his people and has their 
best in mind. When we look all through text, God’s plan through time is to use his people. So, when 
we look at our plans are they for our own selfish desires, or for God’s people? 

o Point: God’s plan is to use His people for His people. 
o Illustration: When we think of serving people we often think of these big elaborate acts of service. 

We think of stories like a man named Dobri Dobev who turns a hundred years old this year. He’s a 
veteran beggar who asks for money for people at the steps of a church every day. The trick is, he’s 
not making money for himself. He isn’t collecting money to build up his wealth or to live 
comfortably, he walks 25 km every day to give this money to orphanages. Kids without a family, a 
hope, a future, are given these things through a hundred year old beggar. And stories like this are 
fantastic and we look for this in our own lives, what grand thing can we do to please God, what 
temple can we build for his glory. But, that’s not always the case in serving people. When we go 



back and think about perspective, it is not always the grand elaborate acts that are eternal. 
Sometimes they are like that of a friend of mine from Lubbock. Over SB my girlfriend and I went to 
Lubbock for a few days to spend time with her brother and some old friends and we were able to 
spend time with a friend of ours, Jordan, who is awesome. Every time we hung out she would take 
our trash for us, ask us if we needed anything, make all of her decisions in respect to what we might 
want or what would be best for us. It got to the point where we left having lunch with Jordan and I 
looked at Haley and asked, “Is she always like this?” She served to a point of disbelief. Nothing big. 
She wasn’t helping orphans, curing cancer, or saving kittens, but she was serving God’s people. She 
saw that God’s plan for her life, no matter the extravagancy, would always include and be for his 
people.  

o Point: God’s plan is through and for His people. Our plans should match accordingly. 
Transition:  
Ultimately, God wants to use us. He has this eternal plan that he is crafting, but we get so caught up in holding 
tight to the things that we’ve planned that we miss, although the plan uses us and is to serve people it is not 
ultimately for us. It is not to build our Kingdoms, our desires, our pleasures and goals. God’s plan is much bigger 
than one man’s wants. That’s why we have so much trouble arriving at the stillness that David arrives at because 
we want to glorify us, but in the end we see that in David’s stillness God’s plan, though it promised David these 
things was not for David’s glory but for His own. 
• Purpose (His glory)-Michael Bay & Drake & Humanity (we give these people both glory and anger for 

what they do…for some reason we only want to give God anger) 
o Text. V. 23 and 24 
o Explanation: In all of David’s life we see him at his best right here. He has heard God’s promises and 

his plans are changed and he approaches God humbly and thankful in prayer. He states an account 
of all the times God has been good and all the things he has done for His own glory, and that this too 
would be for His glory. This part of David’s prayer is all about God, who He is, what He’s done and 
will do because His plan is ultimately for His glory. 

o Illustration: In society everywhere we see people getting the glory for the incredible things that they 
do. People are really incredible. They can do a lot. And when someone succeeds or makes 
something incredible we have no problem acknowledging them for this or if we don’t like it we let 
the world know that too. I have a friend who I grew up with that absolutely loves Michael Bay films. 
It used to be a running joke in our group that if something didn’t blow up in the first 5 minutes he 
was checked out. He wanted explosions and fast cars to the max, attracting him to fast and furious 
films, transformers, super hero movies, all the things that summer blockbusters are made of. He 
would praise the guys who made these movies calling them geniuses, and people always do. If you 
love a product of something, you make sure people know. For me, I love music. When I find a band I 
like I’ll tell everyone about it and show them their music. I’ll invest money in their shows and praise 
them for incredibly talented they are because they have crafted nothing short of a master piece in 
my mind. However, there are critics. The funny thing about critics is they usually aren’t good at what 
they’re criticizing right? This is where your middle age dad who played peewee football once comes 
into play as he’s yelling at refs on the tv, or the movie critics who have never written a script in their 
life, or the people who hate radio music but have never actually played a note on an instrument 
(guilty). It’s hilarious really…and translates to our faith in a devastating way.  

o As believers we claim to believe in a good and perfect God but what the world sees is a group of 
people who crumbles underneath ruined plans. Who scrambles for an answer when the only answer 
has redirected them. We’re critics looking at the creator of all things created and saying, “You did it 
wrong. This isn’t how I like it or how I wanted it so you must be wrong” We’re talentless radio 
listeners looking at the front man of the band and saying you should’ve played this note here 
instead, when we haven’t made it ten seconds into the song. We’re the person in the theater saying, 
“You should’ve casted this person because they could’ve done it better” but we were never there 
for the whole process. And it kills our ministry. Kills it. We claim a good God but the world sees 



complaints when things don’t go our way. Because we mixed it up thinking it was for our 
glory…instead of humbly coming before God and saying this has always been and will always be 
about your glory. 

Transition/Gospel V. 13-15:  
God’s plan in David’s line would go so far. His line would take us to a manger where a baby lay in a new world. A 
baby that was the Son of God. See, even when God was giving David a promise David thought God was referring 
to Solomon and in a sense he was. But his plan was even still bigger than Solomon. It involved the saving of 
sinful men all over the world. The saving of self glorifying critics. It involved a plan that His own people didn’t 
understand because they expected a king that would wage war not a king that would save souls. A king that had 
perspective and was part of a perspective put into place at Genesis. A king that was for his people. Here to save 
his people. To change the lives of people. A king that called his people to follow him till he would die on the 
cross and rise three days later. A king that gained glory through that death. He was homeless, a friend to sinners, 
and rejected by Pharisees…that’s a plan that no one expected. 
Main point & Final Illustration 
This is why we can find ourselves in the stillness that David finds himself in. Because we know that although God 
does say no and he will have a no for you, his yes is so much greater. He is saying yes to the things that in 
Perspective, for his People, and for his Purpose of glory. When we remind ourselves of these things and truly 
believe these things it is so much easier to say yes to God’s yes, rather than fight for our own. 
What is God’s plan?  
• God’s promise is in His Perspective, through and for his People, for the Purpose of his glory 

Closing Illustration 
• When addressing the “Why can I trust God.” of a situation I always want to find myself in a place that 

my roommate came to this semester. Our bonding place is on a swing on our back porch. Yes I know, 
nothing more masculine than two dudes taking a swing together late at night, but that’s where all our 
best talks happen. This particular one we talked about our futures, our plans, our goals….and how those 
could all come crumbling down. In approaching a summer that should be filled with internships and 
opportunity my roommate hasn’t found himself in that position. No doors have opened and he’s 
perfectly ok with that. In fact, lately, he’s ok with the fact that he might not be an engineer with loads of 
money. But what shocked me is his words, “I could end up under a bridge one day and that’s ok. 
Because God is the same under that bridge as he is on this swing. As long as I’m loving Him and His 
people, His plan keeps going and that was always part of the plan.” Wow. That’s crazy. But my 
roommate can find himself in that spot because of the three things he voice and that he understands. 
That we can trust God because we are sure of the “Why”. Because his plan took David to his knees, 
Jesus to a cross, and you to these seats…so where does that leave us? 

Application 
• How are we reminding ourselves of God’s past goodness, like David? How are reminding ourselves that 

God’s yes in light of these three things? How are we reminding ourselves of the Why? 
o Prayer 
o Journaling 
o Community 

• Where is Perspective, People, and Purpose in our plans? 
 


