
Jacob Smith 
Grace Bible Church - Anderson 

 

Nehemiah: A Plan 
Nehemiah 2:1-8 

 
 

We're looking at the life of Nehemiah: a person who aligned with God's heart, followed God's plan, 
and formed God's people into a community that would change their culture. A person who saw 
brokenness, and chose to build. Today we're focusing on Nehemiah's alignment with the Lord's 
purpose - how he trusted the Lord to use his plans to build community. 

 
Nehemiah 1:11b-2:1 
Now I was cupbearer for the king.  
Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought to me, I took the 
wine and gave it to the king. Previously I had not been depressed in the king’s presence.  
 
John Maxwell, Author 
People don’t follow a Position  
They follow a Person 
 
Nehemiah 2:2-4 
So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you aren’t sick? What can this be other than 
sadness of heart?” This made me very fearful. 
I replied to the king, “O king, live forever! Why would I not appear dejected when the city with the graves of my 
ancestors lies desolate and its gates destroyed by fire?” The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?”  
Then I quickly prayed to the God of heaven  
 
Nehemiah 2:5-8 
And [I] said to the king, “If the king is so inclined and if your servant has found favor in your sight, dispatch me to 
Judah, to the city with the graves of my ancestors, so that I can rebuild it… 
So the king granted me these requests, for the good hand of my God was on me. 
  
1 Peter 2:4-5 
So as you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but chosen and priceless in God’s sight, you yourselves, as 
living stones, are built up as a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood and to offer spiritual sacrifices that are 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
  
 


