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Nehemiah: A Purpose 
Nehemiah 7-13 

 
 

We're looking at the life of Nehemiah: a person who aligned with God's heart, followed God's plan, 
and formed God's people into a community that would change their culture. A person who saw 
brokenness, and chose to build. Today we're focusing on how Nehemiah set up his community to 
thrive with Structure, Scripture, Confession, and Compassion. 

 
Nehemiah 7:1-2 
When the wall had been rebuilt and I had positioned the doors, and the gatekeepers, the singers, and the 
Levites had been appointed, I then put in charge over Jerusalem my brother Hanani and Hananiah the chief of 
the citadel, for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many do. 
 
Nehemiah 8:8 
They read from the book of God’s law, explaining it and imparting insight. Thus the people gained understanding 
from what was read. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, Author & Preacher 
All truth is given by revelation, either general or special, and it must be received by reason. Reason is the God-
given means for discovering the truth that God discloses, whether in his world or in his Word. While God wants 
to reach the heart with truth, he does not bypass the mind. 
 
Nehemiah 8:9-12 
Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priestly scribe, and the Levites who were imparting understanding to the 
people said to all of them, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had 
been weeping when they heard the words of the law…  
So all the people departed to eat and drink and to share their food with others and to enjoy tremendous joy, for 
they had gained insight in the matters that had been made known to them. 
 
Nehemiah 9:1-2 
On the twenty-fourth day of this same month the Israelites assembled; they were fasting and wearing sackcloth, 
their heads covered with dust. Those truly of Israelite descent separated from all the foreigners, standing and 
confessing their sins and the iniquities of their ancestors. 
 
John 1:14 
Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We saw his glory—the glory of the one and only, 
full of grace and truth, who came from the Father. 
 
Nehemiah 13:30-31 
So I purified them of everything foreign, and I assigned specific duties to the priests and the Levites. I also 
provided for the wood offering at the appointed times and also for the first fruits. 
Please remember me for good, O my God. 
 
2 Timothy 4:7 
I have competed well;  
I have finished the race; 
I have kept the faith! 


