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New Ground: Strong and Courageous 
Joshua 1:1-9 

 
 

Starting over at a new place with new people can be exciting and intimidating. Join us as we look 
where Joshua draws strength and courage. 

 
EMBRACE A NEW START 

• Respect the Past  
Exodus 33.11  
11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned 
again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent. 
Deuteronomy 31:7  
Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for 
you shall go with this people into the land that the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you 
shall put them in possession of it. 
Deuteronomy 31:23  
And the Lord commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said, “Be strong and courageous, for you shall 
bring the people of Israel into the land that I swore to give them. I will be with you.” 

• Move to the future  
 

Stephen J. Gould  
We are here because one odd group of fishes had a peculiar fin anatomy that could transform into legs 
for terrestrial creatures; because comets struck the earth and wiped out dinosaurs, thereby giving 
mammals a chance not otherwise available….  
We may yearn for a “higher” answer— but none exists. This explanation, though superficially troubling, if 
not terrifying, is ultimately liberating and exhilarating. We cannot read the meaning of life passively in 
the facts of nature. We must construct these answers for ourselves… 
“In the end, science does not provide the answers most of us require.  Its story of our origins and our end 
is, to say the least, unsatisfactory.  To the question, “How did it all begin?”, science answers, “Probably by 
an accident.”  To the question, “How will it all end?”, science answers , “Probably by an accident,”  
 
And to many, the accidental life is not worth living.”  
Neil Postman,  “Science and the story we Need” 
 

RECEIVE A NEW PROMISE 
 
Acts 1.6-9 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority.  
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, 
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  
 



Acts 1.9-11  
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
GRIP A NEW PRIORITY 

 
“Father, I am going to accept this as Thy Word—by faith! I’m going to allow faith to go beyond my 
intellectual questions and doubts, and I will believe this to be Your inspired Word!” 
Billy Graham  

 


