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Focus: People 
Acts 16 

 
 

We live in a world of relationships, responsibilities, distractions, and diversions all competing for our 
attention and affection. But in the midst of overwhelming options, God has given us the book of 
Philippians to focus our faith, which begins with other people. 

 
Philippians 1:1-3 
From Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi... Grace and 
peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! I thank my God every time I remember you.  
 
Acts 16:14-15 
A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, a God-fearing woman, listened to us. 
The Lord opened her heart to respond to what Paul was saying. After she and her household were baptized, 
she urged us, “If you consider me to be a believer in the Lord, come and stay in my house.”  
 
1 Peter 3:15 
But set Christ apart as Lord in your hearts and always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks about 
the hope you possess. 
 
Acts 16:16-18 
Now as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit that enabled her to foretell 
the future by supernatural means. She brought her owners a great profit by fortune-telling. 
She followed behind Paul and us and kept crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are 
proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 
She continued to do this for many days. But Paul became greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I 
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out of her at once. 
 
Galatians 5:1 
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be subject again to the yoke of slavery.  
 
Acts 16:22-24 
The crowd joined the attack against them, and the magistrates tore the clothes off Paul and Silas and ordered 
them to be beaten with rods. 
After they had beaten them severely, they threw them into prison and commanded the jailer to guard them 
securely. Receiving such orders, he threw them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 
Acts 16:25-30 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the rest of the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. 
Immediately all the doors flew open, and the bonds of all the prisoners came loose. 
When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison standing open, he drew his sword and was about to 
kill himself, because he assumed the prisoners had escaped. But Paul called out loudly, “Do not harm yourself, 
for we are all here!” 
Calling for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell down trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas. Then he brought 
them outside and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
 


