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Enlarging Our Hearts Around the Nations 

Psalm 96 
 
 

Psalm 96 tells us “Sing to the Lord, all the earth” and to “Declare His glory among the nations,” but 
often times our minds don’t jump to the nations during our worship. What is the connection 
between singing and all the peoples of the earth, and how should we feel about the nations? 

 
 
- C.S. Lewis has a quote that says: 
 “The most obvious fact about praise -- whether of God or anything -- strangely escaped me. I thought of it in 
terms of compliments, approval, or the giving of honor. I had never noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously 
overflows into praise....  
The world rings with praise -- lovers praising their mistresses, readers their favorite poet, walkers praising the 
countryside, players praising their favorite game....  
My whole, more general, difficulty about the praise of God depended on my absurdly denying to us… what we 
delight to do, what indeed we can’t help doing, about everything else we value. I think we delight to praise what 
we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed 
consummation. It is not out of compliment that lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful they are; the 
delight is incomplete till it is expressed.” 

- He goes onto say that its even frustrating to have found a new book, or heard a funny joke, but not be 
able to tell anybody about them.  

- C.S. Lewis’ point here in saying all of this is that praise is not just a small, neglect-able piece of enjoying 
something, but instead is the consummation of it. In order to fully enjoy something you necessarily will praise it. 

- But, as we will see in Psalm 96, praise of God goes far beyond just telling the people around us. 
When we begin to see the nations the way that God sees them, and when our heart grows to the size of Gods 
heart, there is no way that we can be content with a microscopic view of worship just being extended to the 
people in our backyard, or to the neighborhoods around us.  

- These things are in no way bad, they are actually very, very good and essential to following God, but if 
that is where our praise stopped then we would have way to small of a view God’s heart for worship. 

- So my big question for you this morning is “How should we feel about the nations?” 
 - John Piper has a quote that says, “Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate…” 
- As we will see in Psalm 96, we were made to worship the God of this universe with all of creation. We 

are meant to sing about is love, and kindness and powerfulness, and strength. His justice and mercy, and 
kingdom and compassion… 

- But there are millions and hundreds of millions of people right now on this planet that have no idea 
what we are talking about when we say these things. That they are completely void of the idea that there is a 
God that loves them, died for them, and is offering salvation to them. 

- So my goal this morning is to walk through Psalm 96 with them intent of enlarging our heart around 
the nations. To see the peoples of the world the way that God see them, and to stir a passion for them that 
would overflow into a desire to declare to them salvation, and to sing a new song to God along with them. 
 
This Psalm talks a ton about singing and the nation; That we are to sing, and then sing with the nations. That we 
are to go to the nations, and then that we are to declare with them the glory of God. So lets try to find the 
connection of these two by taking a dive into each of them separately. 
 
  



1) Worshiping through singing.  
Why do we do it? 
What is it supposed to do? 
a) In singing we are declaring truths about God. 

- Things like His: love, compassion, strength, justice, mercy, Kingdom, Salvation, omniscience, power, 
knowledge, etc.  

b) Singing is also one of the best and easiest ways to express how we feel about something. 
- One of the biggest purposes that the Psalms serve to us is that they are able to address the mind 

through the heart. 
- They present some image or emotion, or situation to the reader and they are meant to change the way 

we think about the realities of this world by affecting our heart. 
c) Music and singing is one of the only things on the planet that literally transcends every culture, language, 

race, and time period. From the earliest of civilizations up until now, music and singing has been a part of 
everyone’s life. 

Martin Luther has a quote that says, “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 
treasure in the world.” 

d) In Psalm 96, and all throughout the Bible, God is telling us to praise Him through singing. To take this 
amazing gift that He has given us and offer it up to Him as an act of worship. 

 
But although singing by yourself, or in a congregation such as this, or even at breakaway is an absolutely 
incredible thing, but the passage is nowhere near done with where its heading. Its so much bigger. Singing at 
Passion Conference with thousands of other college students is still microscopic compared to God’s heart for 
worship, and that’s where we will look at next. The nations. 
 
2) v.3 says “Declare His glory among the nations. Over all the peoples of the world.” 

 a) Who are the nations? 
- Nations are not the ever shifting political spheres of influence that we normally think of.  
- Instead they should be defined as people groups identified by their ethno-linguistic differences. 

- People that are different based on ethnicity, language, and culture, not just physical location. 
- By the smallest estimates, there are over 12,000 of these people groups on the planet right now, 

compared to just the 196 countries. 
-Example. Don’t think “India” think roughly 2,533 different people groups, with over 450 completely 

different languages.  
 b) That’s the who, but why are we supposed to be singing with them? How are we supposed to be singing 

with people are so very different from us? 
- Because He is great to be praised 

  All things come from Him. 
 Life flows through Him. He has saved us from death, and brought us into new life!  

- All other gods are worthless idols 
-He tells us that He is the Life and the Way, and that we can only reach God through the Son.  
- SO, if we really believe that, then the only way that all of the world can sing along with us is to go 

and declare His salvation among all the nations. 
c) The end of the Psalm shows that all creation was made to praise Him. 

- That the sea, animals, and plants are all praising Him. 
- That majesty and strength and beauty, things that we use to describe the world, even they are sitting 

at His feet and praising God because they are defined by Him and Him alone.  
 d) The Bible is filled with how God feels about the nations. 

 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.” – John 3:16 



Paul says “For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it 
is written, 

 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
 And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him” – Romans 15:8-11 

 
Conclusion: 
So, how should we feel about the nation? 
I think God gives us passages like Psalm 96 not to make us scared and overwhelmed by the world, but to in order 
to give us feelings of excitement and exhilaration about getting to declare His glory among the nations and 
singing with all the people of the earth. 
 I think back to when Texas A&M beat Alabama. People were literally running down the streets of College 
Station screaming in excitement. 
That is how we should feel about declaring the good news of Jesus Christ to the world. Exhilaration that we get 
to tell people that have no idea about who he is that He is there. That he loves them and is offering them 
salvation.  
God tells us to sing a new song to him. Why? Because He is working in us daily. He is showing us new things 
about His character all the time. Revealing things to us that refresh us all the time.  
 We’re not singing about anything new, but it’s our new song. God’s salvation, love power, etc is 
unchanging and isn’t “new”, but it hits us new day to day. 
 Basics of gospel described to Overseas students. Felt God’s love in a new way. 
 What even cooler is that God has already given us a glimpse of one of the new songs that we will be 
singing into eternity that applies directly to this passage. 
 
Rev. 5:9-10  “And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

   and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on the earth” 

 
To belong to Jesus, to be a Christian (follower of Christ) is to embrace the things that He embraced; to love the 
things that He loved and died for. The upmost being the world, the nations, all the peoples of the planet. 
 
“Declare His glory among the nations” is not a complex sentence. 
 
The reality that most of you still have a few years to go here at A&M can seem like an excuse to push things like 
this off. But I beg you not to. Press into these things now. 
 
So, how do we apply this message. If we are supposed to feel a passion, exhilaration, for the nations, how to we 
let that feeling affect the mind like the point of the Psalms are supposed to do? 
 
Application: “Every Christian falls into 1 of 3 categories. Goer, sender/supporter, or disobeyer.” – Gregg Matte 
 
Resources: Operation World and Let the Nations be Glad. 
Doing here: Global Outreach ministry/Launch Global. Get involved with International Students who are going 
back home at some point. 
Going there: Summer Mission Trips. Start praying now! Talk to someone about it. 
Supporting: Give. Partner with the extension of the gospel while you can’t physically be out there.  
 


