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This Semester, we're studying the Song of Songs to see how the melody of a relationship can 
present the message of the Gospel. This week, we're taking a step back to examine the life 
of Solomon, whose name is attached to this book. What we find is a Broken Person used by 
God for a Beautiful Purpose. 

 
The Truth is… 

• We’re all broken people… So why are we in the position to give advice to our friends, lead in 
our organizations, and initiate relationships? 

• Why are we in a position to seek out or claim to have a relationship with the God of the 
Universe? 

This Semester… 
• We’ve been studying the Song of Songs to better understand God’s design for relationships. 

HOWEVER… 
This Morning… 

• We’re switching gears and stepping back to better consider the possible source of our study. 
I personally wanted to do this earlier in the Semester, but God worked it out to where we’re 
doing it now. So this morning, we’re talking about the historical figure, King Solomon. 

• He’s connected to the Song of Songs, probably as contributor and collector, and the truth is 
that when we look at his life, we’re going to be asking ourselves “Why Solomon? Why is he 
the guy with greatest wisdom and wealth and power the world’s ever seen? Why would we 
read anything he’s connected to?” 

• And when we find that answer, we won’t only understand his position, but we’ll understand 
our own position as well. 

Solomon’s Rise 
• Recap: David was chosen to be king, the current king Saul tried to murder him multiple 

times, David became king anyway, now he’s old 
• Read: 1 Kings 1.5-6 – Adonijah, David’s handsome son who was born after Absalom (who’s 

dead from too much rebellion) decides he’s going to be king 



o This bothers David’s wife, Bathsheba, and the prophet, Nathan, because David 
promised to make Solomon, Bathsheba’s son, king. So David declares Solomon to be 
king, which leads to… 

• Read: 1 Kings 1.49 – Adonijah’s party falls apart pretty awkwardly, and Adonijah gets super 
murdered by Solomon’s super assassin, Benaiah 

Solomon’s Reign 
• Read: 1 Kings 3.7-9 – Solomon isn’t just asking for wisdom because it’s a cool answer, but 

because it makes him better at his job 
• Read: 1 Kings 3.10-14 – God is pleased with Solomon’s request, so he takes the blessings to 

Oprah levels – Makes Solomon the “greatest king” 
o Read: 1 Kings 4.21 – Power – Solomon greatly expanded the borders of Israel to 

their all-time most impressive 
� Ex: Texas Governor takes over Louisiana and Oklahoma 

o Read: 1 Kings 4.32 – Wisdom – Solomon wrote the equivalent of one song/proverb 
every 3 days for his 40 year reign 

o Read: 1 Kings 10.27 – Wealth – Solomon had unfathomable wealth 
� Ex: Bill Gates could burn $1mil/day for 222yrs 

o Lord’s Temple – 200,000 workers for 7 years; paid designer 20 cities 
• God gave Solomon the highest position ever seen in this world. BUT… 

Solomon’s Rebellion 
• The Storm on the Horizon... 

o God forbid large standing armies – HUGE standing army 
o God forbid foreign marriages - Wife from Egypt 
o Spent 7 years on God’s house – Spent 13 years on own house  

• Read: 1 Kings 9.1-5 – God reminds Solomon of his Calling 
• Read: 1 Kings 9.6-9 – God reminds Solomon of the Consequences 
• The Storm Hits… 

o Solomon increases his power & armies further  
o Solomon takes 700 wives & 300 concubines 
o Solomon worships other gods & idols; builds temples 
o Solomon allowed his Gifts to become his Gods 

• Read: 1 Kings 11.11-12 – God lets Solomon know He’s going to destroy Israel as promised, 
but He’s going to wait for Solomon’s son (sorry, son) 

Solomon’s Rejection 
• God raises up multiple opponents for Solomon: 

o Hadad in Egypt 



o Rezon in Syria 
o Jeroboam, promised by a shirt-tearing prophet that he was the next king of Israel so 

Solomon tries to murder him multiple times (familiar?) 
• God knew Solomon would disobey & brings the hammer down when it happens, yet God 

gives him & leaves him in his position as “greatest king ever” – WHY? 
God’s Reason 

• Read: 2 Samuel 7.12-16 – Why did God give Solomon his position? Because God uses Broken 
People for His Beautiful Purpose. 

o Because God chose to work through prostitutes like Rahab, murderers like David, 
and adulterers like Solomon to establish a lineage that led to Jesus Christ who was 
broken for us 

• The truth is, our disobedience is just as great, we just hide it! 
o How many of us increase our power through lies and manipulation? 
o How many of us fantasize and lust after countless men & women through media & 

pornography? 
o How many of us worship idols of wealth, status, academics, relationships, 

achievements, or moralism? 
• I’m a broken person, so Why am I on this stage?  

o Because God’s Holy Spirit chose to convict me of my brokenness in Mrs. Brown’s K-4 
classroom & show me the beauty of His Gospel 

o Because God’s Holy Spirit chose to break me down in 11th grade & pull me out of a 
life headed for ruin 

o Because God’s Holy Spirit chose to grab my heart during Impact before my freshman 
year at A&M and call me into full-time ministry 

o Because God’s grace is sufficient for me & His strength is made perfect in my 
weakness. 

• Why are any of us here? 
Read: Ephesians 2.4-7 – God offers us the greatest gift of ALL - eternal life (better than “greatest king”) – 
God uses Broken People for His Beautiful Purpose to display how Great He is! 
 
 
  



[11] And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 
riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 
[12] behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that 
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. [13] I give you also what you 
have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 
(1 Kings 3:11-13 ESV) 
 
[5] Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be king.” And he prepared for himself 
chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. [6] His father had never at any time displeased 
him by asking, “Why have you done thus and so?” He was also a very handsome man, and he was born 
next after Absalom. 
(1 Kings 1:5-6 ESV) 
 
[49] Then all the guests of Adonijah trembled and rose, and each went his own way. 
(1 Kings 1:49 ESV) 
 
[7] And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I 
am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. [8] And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. [9] 
Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
(1 Kings 3:7-9 ESV) 
 
[10] It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. [11] And God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, [12] behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you. [13] I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other 
king shall compare with you, all your days. [14] And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and 
my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
(1 Kings 3:10-14 ESV) 
 
[21] Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines and to the 
border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life. 
(1 Kings 4:21 ESV) 
 



[32] He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. 
(1 Kings 4:32 ESV) 
 
[27] And the king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the 
sycamore of the Shephelah. 
(1 Kings 10:27 ESV) 
 
[1] As soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king's house and all that 
Solomon desired to build, [2] the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him 
at Gibeon. [3] And the LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made 
before me. I have consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My 
eyes and my heart will be there for all time. [4] And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your 
father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded 
you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, [5] then I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, 
as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 
(1 Kings 9:1-5 ESV) 
 
[6] But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments 
and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, [7] then I will 
cut off Israel from the land that I have given them, and the house that I have consecrated for my name I 
will cast out of my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. [8] And this 
house will become a heap of ruins. Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will 
say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ [9] Then they will say, ‘Because they 
abandoned the LORD their God who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt and laid hold on other 
gods and worshiped them and served them. Therefore the LORD has brought all this disaster on them.’” 
(1 Kings 9:6-9 ESV) 
 
[11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this has been your practice and you have not kept my 
covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will 
give it to your servant. [12] Yet for the sake of David your father I will not do it in your days, but I will 
tear it out of the hand of your son. 
(1 Kings 11:11-12 ESV) 
 
[12] When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] He shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. [14] I will be to him a father, and he shall be 



to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the 
sons of men, [15] but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 
from before you. [16] And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your 
throne shall be established forever.’” 
(2 Samuel 7:12-16 ESV) 
 
[4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, [5] even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—[6] 
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
(Ephesians 2:4-7 ESV) 
 
[3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, [4] even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love [5] he predestined us for adoption as 
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, [6] to the praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
(Ephesians 1:3-6 ESV) 


