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Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a 

very large crowd gathered about him, so that 

he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and 

the whole crowd was beside the sea on the 

land. And he was teaching them many things 

in parables, and in his teaching he said to 

them 
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“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And 

as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 

and the birds came and devoured it. Other 

seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not 

have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, 

since it had no depth of soil. 
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And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and 

since it had no root, it withered away. Other 

seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 

up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And 

other seeds fell into good soil and produced 

grain, growing up and increasing and yielding 

thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 
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And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.”  

And when he was alone, those around him 

with the twelve asked him about the parables. 

And he said to them, “To you has been given 

the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those 

outside everything is in parables,  
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So that “they may indeed see but not perceive, 

and may indeed hear but not understand, lest 

they should turn and be forgiven.” 

And he said to them, “Do you not understand 

this parable? How then will you understand all 

the parables? 
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The sower sows the word. And these are the 

ones along the path, where the word is sown: 

when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 

takes away the word that is sown in them. And 

these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the 

ones who, when they hear the word, 

immediately receive it with joy. 
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And they have no root in themselves, but 

endure for a while; then, when tribulation or 

persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately they fall away. And others are the 

ones sown among thorns. They are those who 

hear the word, but the cares of the world and 

the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for 
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other things enter in and choke the word, and 

it proves unfruitful. But those that were sown 

on the good soil are the ones who hear the 

word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and 

sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 



OVERVIEW  
Mark  4 :1 -20  

A Correct Reception of the Word… 

1. Requires The Spirit 

2. Requires Understanding 

3. Requires Devotion 

4. Leads to Fruit 



BACKGROUND  
Mark  3 :21 -22   

And when his family heard it, they went out to 

seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of 

his mind.” And the scribes who came down 

from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed 

by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons 

he casts out demons.” 



BACKGROUND  
Mark  4 :10 -13  
“And when he was alone, those around him with the 

twelve asked him about the parables. And he said to 

them, “To you has been given the secret of the 

kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in 

parables, so that “They may indeed see but not 

perceive, and may indeed hear but no understand, lest 

they should turn and be forgiven. And he said to them, 

“Do you not understand this parable? How then  

will you understand all the parables? 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD REQUIRES THE SPIRIT 
Mark  4 :14 -15  

The sower sows the word. And these are the 

ones along the path, where the word is sown: 

when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 

takes away the word that is sown in them. 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD REQUIRES THE SPIRIT 
1 Cor in th ians  1 :17 -18  

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

preach the gospel, and not with words of 

eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power. 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD REQUIRES THE SPIRIT 
1 Thessa lon ians  1 :4 -5  

…our gospel came to you not only in word, but 

also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction. 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE WORD 

REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING 
Mark  4 :16 -17  

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: 

the ones who, when they hear the word, 

immediately receive it with joy. And they have 

no root in themselves, but endure for a while; 

then, when tribulation or persecution arises on 

account of the word, immediately they  

fall away. 



John 6 :60 ,66  

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, 

“This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”… 

 

…After this many of his disciples turned back 

and no longer walked with him. 

A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE WORD 

REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING 



Romans 5 :3 -5  

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, and hope does not 

put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the  

Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE WORD 

REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD REQUIRES DEVOTION 

Mark  4 :18 -19  

And others are the ones sown among thorns. 

They are those who hear the word, but the 

cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 

riches and the desires for other things enter in 

a choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD REQUIRES DEVOTION 

1 Peter  1 :13  

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, 

and being sober-minded, set your hope fully 

on the grace that will be brought to you at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD REQUIRES DEVOTION 

Coloss ians  3 :2  

Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth. 



A CORRECT RECEPTION OF THE 

WORD LEADS TO FRUIT 
Mark  4 :20  

But those that were sown on the good soil are 

the ones who hear the word and accept it and 

bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 

hundredfold. 
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