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―Is Eternal Life Really a Completely Free Gift?‖ 
 
 

Eternal life is an absolutely free gift received by those with faith in Jesus 
Christ. One must not add works, baptism, or even the promise of future 

works and allegiance to Jesus as additional requirements along with faith 
to be saved. While the amazing gift of eternal life is received freely by us, 

it was provided at great cost in the precious blood of Jesus! 
 

Eternal life is …  
I. Received freely! 

 
―For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 

it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.‖ 

—Ephesians 2:8–9  
 

● Not faith & works 
―By the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through 

the Law comes the knowledge of sin.‖ 
—Romans 3:20  

 
―Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as 

what is due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness.‖ 

—Romans 4:4–5  
 

● Not faith & baptism 
 

―Peter said to them, ―Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.‖ 
—Acts 2:38  

 
―He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who 

has disbelieved shall be condemned.‖ 
—Mark 16:16  

 
―For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel … so that 

the cross of Christ would not be made void.‖ 
—1 Corinthians 1:17  

 
● Not faith & commitment 

 
―Saving faith is no simple thing. It has many dimensions. ‗Believe on the 

Lord Jesus‘ is a massive command. It contains a hundred other things … 



We must believe on Jesus and receive Him and turn from our sin and obey 

him and humble ourselves like little children and love him more than we 
love our family our possessions or our own life. This is what it means to be 

converted to Christ. This alone is the way of life everlasting.‖ 
—John Piper in Desiring God  (51-52)  

 
―A full and free amnesty is offered to all rebel subjects who will turn from 

their rebellion, call on him for mercy, bow before his throne, and swear 
allegiance and fealty to him forever.‖ 

—John Piper‘s Supremacy of God in Preaching  
 

―Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand … The axe is already laid at 
the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into fire.‖ 
—Matthew 3:2, 10  

 

―If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 

cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry His own cross cannot be My 
disciple.‖ 

—Luke 14:26-27  
 

―Thus it is written that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the 
dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be 

proclaimed in His name to all the nations.‖ 
—Luke 24:46-47  

 
―I am afraid that when I come again … I may mourn over many of those 

who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality, 
and sensuality which they have practiced.‖ 

—2 Corinthians12:21  

 
By GRACE THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST ALONE 

 
II. Provided Costly! 

 
―You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 

futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of 
a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.‖ 

—1 Peter 1:18–19 
 


