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“Is God Republican or Democrat?” 

Politics and Social Justice in the Bible 
 

 
While God does not affiliate Himself with political parties, He expects 

governments to protect the defenseless, promote righteousness, and 

punish evil. Yet no form of government, even a democracy, will perfectly 
fulfill such responsibilities. As a result, as citizens we are still to submit to 

the God-granted authority of governments but also personally respond to 
the great social injustices of our day while looking forward in hope to the 

coming kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
 

I. God is self-affiliated 

 

A. No party or side 
 

“Joshua went to him and said to him, ‘Are you for us or for our 
adversaries?’ He said, ‘No; rather I indeed come now as captain of the host 

of the Lord.’” 
—Joshua 5:13-15 

 

B. No bipartisanship 
 

“Let the name of God be blessed forever … He removes kings and 
establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men & knowledge to men of 

understanding.” 
—Daniel 2:20–21 

 
“My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then 

My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the 
Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 

—John 18:36 
 

C. Platform agenda 
 

“God takes His stand … in the midst of the rulers. How long will you judge 

unjustly & show partiality to the wicked? Vindicate the weak and fatherless. 
Do justice to the afflicted and destitute. Rescue the weak and needy.” 

—Ps 82:1–4 
 

“When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, and when the 
wicked perish, there is joyful shouting. By the blessing of the upright a city 

is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is torn down.” 
—Proverbs 11:10-11  



 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether 
to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the 

punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.” 
—1 Peter 2:13–14 

 
“When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when a wicked man 

rules, people groan.” 
—Proverbs 29:2 

 
II. Democracy is limited 

 
“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is 

no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 
Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God … 

For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil … Do what is 

good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you 
for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid.” 

—Romans 13:1–4 
 

Church & State 
 

“One way of losing the power of resistance is to have the state take it 
away; another is to surrender it willingly in the rush to become part of the 

very state against which the religions should ideally serve as a bulwark. 
The Inquisition only became possible when church and state merged their 

authorities, and neither was available to stand against the other … 
The church, by becoming the state, surrendered the possibility of acting as 

an intermediary, … protector of the people of God; it ceased to be able to 
preach resistance. One might even say that in its grasping for power, the 

institutional church gave up the right to die for its beliefs in exchange for 

the right to kill for its beliefs.” 
—S. Carter’s The Culture of Disbelief 

 
“While individuals were occasionally capable of altruism or self-

transcendence, human groups never willingly subordinated their interests 
to the interests of others. Morality was for individuals … there was no 

evidence that human groups ever overcame the power of self-interest and 
collective egotism that sustained their existence.” 

 
III. Our response 

 
A. Pray for leaders 

 
“First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in 



authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 

dignity.” 
—1 Tim 2:1–2 

 
B. Obey your leaders 

 
C. Vote for leaders 

 
D. Do social justice 

 
E. Put hope in future 

 


