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Jesus: A Better Sacrifice 

Hebrews 8 
 
 

Why is the New Covenant better than the Old Covenant? The New Covenant offers us forgiveness of 
sins by faith alone through the Sacrifice of Jesus, communion with God through Jesus our mediator, 
and offers us the Holy Spirit to transform us more and more to the likeness of Christ. 

 
Moses goes to Mount Sinai and gets the details 
• Ex. 24:3 “all the words which the Lord has spoken we will do”  
• Moses goes back to the Mountain to get the details 
• Ex. 24-31 = Moses receiving instructions; Ex. 32 = golden calf  
• These people make these bold promises that all they will do, and then they go straight to the calf. 
• Pattern repeated throughout Israel’s history; Jer. 7:23-26  

What was good about the Old Covenant? 
1. It reveals God’s holiness and a standard by which to live  

� We are set apart. He has a standard by which we are to live 
2. To expose the sinfulness of man and to define sin (Romans 7:7-8) 

� The law could not make you good, only reveal the bad in you 
Deficiencies of the Old Covenant 

1. Shadow Tabernacle (Hebrews 9; 8:4-5) 
� It’s not the finite sanctuary. The earthly tabernacle is just a shadow. They worshiped just a shadow, 

but the real tabernacle is in Heaven 
2. Inadequate Sacrifices (Hebrews 10:1-4) 

� You have to keep making sacrifices over and over again, but with Christ it is one sacrifice for all time 
� Blood of goats and bulls can atone for the sins. The Law cannot declare us righteous!  

3. Finite Priesthood (Hebrews 7:23-28) 
� These priest are just men. They are going to die. They are not SEATED. Jesus is seated. They must 

sacrifice for themselves also. It’s not an adequate priesthood 
• The Law in itself is good. What it says is good. The problem is that it is dealing with people who are 

sinner and cannot keep the law 
• It is clear a New Covenant is needed because the law does not provide righteousness.  

Why is the New Covenant better? 
Jeremiah 31 prophesy of New Covenant  

“I will be there God, and they will be my people” 
We want to belong to something but the Creator of the universe says “you belong to me” 
1. Jesus, a better priest 

� Jesus’ priesthood is better because it brings with us power. The priest in the Old Testament gave a 
list of do’s and don’ts. They told us how high to jump and we could never do it. But Jesus comes in 
and completely changes the game. He isn’t saying do this or do that, He is saying lean on the one 
who has already done this and then allow Him to change your heart into the likeness of Him. The 
Old Covenant wasn’t sufficient because we kept failing. 



2. Jesus, a better Sacrifice 
3. The indwelling Holy Spirit 

 
Application 
• So what does this New Covenant offer? 

o Eternal Life 
o Forgiveness of sins 
o Justification by faith (Galatians 3:14) 
o Indwelling Spirit – Gal. 3:14 2 
� Christ dwells in us through the Spirit 
� Holy Spirit enables but does not “cause”; is resistible  

 
The Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Days 1 

“What is the only comfort in life and death? 
That I with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own but belong unto my faithful Savior 
Jesus Christ;  who, with his precious blood, has fully satisfied for all my sins, and delivered me from all 
the power of the devil; and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can 
fall from my head;  yea, that all things must be subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by his Holy 
Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life,  and makes me sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live 
unto him.”  

 


