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New Beginnings 
2 Timothy 1-2 

 
 

Everyone has an origin and a destination. Unfortunately, there is often pain and brokenness found in 
our pasts and futures. Thankfully, we have a God who provides restoration in our brokenness, and 
He offers new beginnings to all who accept Jesus Christ as their savior. But where do we go from 
there? 

 
Read: 2 Tim 1.13-14, 2.2 
Intro: Where you’re From & Where you’re Going –Whether you’re class of 2018 or 2015, you’ve become 
frightfully efficient at answering 2 questions: Where are you from? & What’s your major? 

• Where are you from? – Generally, if you’re not from Houston or Dallas, people don’t know your 
city, so you quickly learned to follow up your city with its distance from one of those cities (Denver… 
12hrs from Dallas) 

• What’s your major? – Generally, certain degrees carry certain assumptions, so my freshman year, 
when I’d tell people I was in Accounting, they’d slip into a “oh…. Great…” trance. This is why, by the 
middle of our first week, my roommate and I started telling people we were actually graduated 
university employees going through a typical freshman year for internal auditing purposes. And we 
never saw some of those people ever again, so they might still think A&M has an incredible Quality 
Assurance program 

• But why are we continuing to ask each other these same questions time after time and year after 
year?  

o Because we’re all trying to determine the other person’s trajectory – Two points to discover 
fundamental direction of the person’s life – Where are you from? Where are you going? 

o We connect with these questions because: We’ve all got an origin and a destination; a 
beginning and an end. But… 

The Truth is… 
• We’ve all got some pain tied into those answers. We’re not all coming from somewhere great or 

going somewhere awesome. 
• Some of us hate where we’ve been because of mistakes, disappointment, abuse, or shame. Some of 

us hate where we’re going because of self-doubt, fear, addiction, or uncertainty. 
The Beauty is… 

• We have a God who freely offers a new origin and destination to all who accept it. Whether you’re a 
Christian or not, God loves you and wants to Restore every aspect of your being, including where 
you’re from and where you’re going. 

• In the midst of brokenness, God Restores & offers something New. 
This Semester… 

• We’re looking at the God’s Restoration in the Song of Songs, which is not simply a How-To-Date 
series, but will focus on How to Glorify God both in & out of relationships.  

• Our goal is not to have great relationships, our goal is to pursue relationships that sing God’s song 
over the noise of our world. 

This Week… 
• I know this is the only week some of you will be with us here at Grace because you’re going to 

connect with another one of the incredible churches here in College Station and Bryan. 
• This is why God led my sermon prep for these first two weeks into something a bit broader that will 

help all of us set our trajectories – this week as an individual, and next week as a community/church 



o The entire Bible is one big picture of God’s plan of restoration, but He’s led us this morning 
to look a more specific example in the life of a guy named Timothy 

Tim’s Origin 
• Who’s Timothy? 

o Acts 16 tells us Timothy was a younger guy who came from a divided household – Father 
was Greek, Mother was a Jew 

o Timothy was Paul’s “son in the faith” and traveled with Paul a bunch before getting 
stationed at the young church in Ephesus, where he was leading when Paul wrote both 1&2 
Timothy 

• Read: 2Tim 1.3-5 - Paul begins reminding Timothy of his Grandma 
o Tim: Granny & Mom – remember your people! 
o Today: Who are Christians you can trust? Probably not still Grandma… but men or women 

who can encourage and challenge you – who you can trust to turn on all the lights? 
� Join a small group ASAP! 

• Read: 2Tim 1.6-7 – Paul reminds Timothy of his Gifting 
o Tim: Paul laid on hands to recognize the abilities from God through the Holy Spirit  

� Ex: High School Diploma is recognition, not transfer 
o Today: What are unique abilities God has given you? What are passions God has stirred in 

your heart? 
• Read: 2Tim 1.8-10 – Paul reminds Timothy why he needs to be grounded (suffering) and that his 

ultimate origin is Grace 
o Tim: Chosen by God’s Grace alone – nothing we do or say can save our souls, but God, being 

rich in mercy, showed us His love in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!  
o Today: Respond to the God who chose you by trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior & drawing 

near to Him 
• Your beginning might be missing clear community or gifting. Where you’re from might be full of 

mistakes, disappointment, abuse, or shame. But your beginning has been and can be restored.  
o God has provided everyone the opportunity for a new beginning through the life, death, 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
o A new beginning that can be reinforced this year by Christian community & gifts of the 

Spirit.  
o But it’s still only the Beginning… 

Tim’s Destination 
• Read: 2Tim 1.13-14, 2.2 – Paul reminds Timothy that he has a Goal – His Origin has a Destination; His 

Beginning has an End 
• Timothy’s Destination 

o NOT using gifts; NOT suffering; NOT studying Word 
o Those are important markers along the road to the real destination: Entrusting others with 

the Gospel 
� We Seek God for the Sake of Others 

o Paul is clear that our End should be someone else’s Beginning – Our Destination is another’s 
Origin 
� That’s what Tim’s Grandma did! 

 
Our Destination 

• NOT Church; NOT Bible study; NOT Organizations; NOT Mentor 
o The destination isn’t just more poured in, it’s pouring out 

• We often lose the reason because we can’t see the results: we can present the Gospel, but only God 
causes Growth 

o In my 6 years of youth ministry, I often asked myself “why? Why did our youth leader Chris 
stay with us?” So I asked Chris “why? Why did you stay with us?”  



� And he told me it was because he and his co-leader realized that their Origin had a 
Destination – they were willing to Seek God for our Sake. Their End was our 
Beginning! 

This Semester… 
• We all have a New Beginning in Christ, and we all have a New End. Embrace your New Beginning 

God has made available. And wherever you find Christian community, make it somewhere you can 
use your gifts to be a part of someone else’s Beginning. 

o Ex: At Grace – serve in the nursery, be a youth leader, join a serve group in college ministry 
As we sing a few more songs… 

• Some of our leaders will be standing to both sides of the stage praying for you. If you have any 
specific prayer requests this morning, or any questions you’d like answered, please come talk to 
them & let them serve you. 

 
 
 
Hold to the standard of sound words that you heard from me and do so with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. Protect that good thing entrusted to you, through the Holy Spirit who lives within us… And entrust what 
you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses to faithful people who will be competent to teach 
others as well. 
(2 Timothy 1.13-14, 2.2) 
 
I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my 
prayers night and day. As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, 
dwells in you as well.  
(2 Timothy 1:3-5 ESV) 
 
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 
for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
(2 Timothy 1:6-7 ESV) 
 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for 
the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now 
has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel…   
(2 Timothy 1:8-10 ESV) 
 
Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 
(2 Timothy 1:8-10, 13-14 ESV) 
 
and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also. 
(2 Timothy 2:2 ESV) 
 
 


