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The Purpose of Church 
Ephesians 2:19-22 

 
 

We are surrounded by churches that have lost their purpose. Many of them follow their own broken 
purposes instead of the true purposes of church set forth by Scripture when it describes the church 
as the Bride, Body, and Building of Christ. Knowing this, how do we get back on track? 

 
Read: Ephesians 2.19-22 OR 1Cor12.12-13 
Intro: The Crazy Spiral of the Childhood Hurts series – Back in 1985, Doris Sanford and Graci Evans started a new 
book series with an admirable purpose – to help children cope with difficult circumstances.  

• They wrote books dealing with issues like Death, looking different, and staying away from Drugs. 
Eventually, Doris and Graci ran out of difficult circumstances because the books started to get a bit 
crazy. As in “how to deal with prison camp” and “Satanic rituals at day care.” 

• Obviously, Doris and Graci lost sight of their purpose – and the further they strayed from their 
purpose, the weirder things got 

The Truth is… 
• We’re all given a purpose by God, but how often do we stray? As individuals? As a community in our 

churches? 
• We’ve all seen or been in churches that have lost their true purpose and create new ones. Some 

churches make their purpose to push certain theological viewpoints. Some make their purpose to 
raise money. Some of them have purposes that lead to scandals while others make their purpose to 
loudly denounce the churches caught up in scandals.  

• Churches are fighting and splitting and dying all around us because they’ve lost their true purpose. 
The Beauty is… 

• We have a God who loves to restore what is broken. We have a God who not only provides a new 
beginning and end/purpose for His people, but also provides a new beginning and end/purpose for 
His church. 

This Semester… 
• We’re looking at God’s Restoration in the Song of Songs, which is not simply a How-To-Date series, 

but will focus on How to Glorify God both in & out of relationships.  
• Our goal is not to have great relationships, our goal is to pursue relationships that sing God’s 

beautiful song over the broken noise of our world. 
This Week… 

• I know this is the only week some of you will be with us here at Grace because you’re going to 
connect with another one of the incredible churches here in College Station and Bryan. 

• This is why God led my sermon prep for these first two weeks into something a bit broader that will 
help all of us find our purpose – last week as an individual, and this week as a community/church 

o Thankfully, the Bible provides clear internal and external purposes for God’s church – largely 
through fun illustrations! 

Illustrations in Scripture 
• Efficient – Communicates the idea in fewer words 

o Ex: Paul using “Soldiers” (war, prep, discipline, chain of command); Aggies using “2%’ers” 
• Effective – Makes the idea more memorable 

o Ex: James story about starving man to say “faith without works is dead”; my opening 
illustration  

• This is why Scripture has many instances of the church shown as… 



“Bride” 
• Read: Ephesians 5.25-27 
• Purpose: The Church should Be Thankful – All Christians everywhere should be grateful for their God 

o Deep down, we all appreciate sacrificial love 
o We owe everything to Jesus Christ 

� App: Accept & Exclaim the Gospel 
• Purpose: The Church should Be Preparing –  

o We await our savior’s return by learning about Him and spending time with Him (Rev 19) 
� App: Sundays & Bible Studies 

 “Body” 
• Read: 1Cor12.12-17 
• Purpose: The Church should Be Serving 

o We are the BODY of Christ – performing His work! 
� Bible Ex: John 14 & Great Commission (Jesus didn’t rise to Heaven shouting “Don’t 

forget the prayer journal!”) 
o We all have individual purposes that combine to create a church-wide purpose of reaching 

others for Christ 
� App: Where can you serve? Campus Org? Children’s? Youth? Serve Groups? 

“Building” 
• Read: Ephesians 2.19-22 –  
• Purpose: The Church should Be United – All Christians everywhere should be united in their 

common foundation of Christ 
o What about Doctrinal Differences? 

� Bible Ex: Gentiles & Jews debating Circumcision; settle on food for idols & deviant 
sexuality  

� Ex: Vincent’s Orthodoxy 
� App: Reciting the Nicene Creed  

• Purpose: The Church should Be a Reflection – All Christians everywhere should reflect God as His 
temple 

o On the Outside 
� Ex: New statue outside Kyle Field reflects a love of the Aggie Spirit 
� App: Response to sin & sinners on the outside– grace & love – Gospel 1st – Belief 

before Behavior 
o On the Inside 

� Ex: Behavior inside Kyle Field reflects a love of the Aggie Spirit…  
� App: Response to sin & sinners on the inside – grace & love – Cautious before 

Condemnation 
Application 

• Connect with a local Church that embraces its purpose as the Bride, Body and Building of Christ – 
somewhere that worships in Spirit & in Truth – somewhere you can serve 

• Connect with the united Church of all believers by extending grace & love to those with differences 
 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him 
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV) 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13 ESV) 
 


