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Recalibrating our Aim 
1 Timothy 1:3-7 

 
 

After a long and busy semester, it is easy to lose sight of our target and get off aim. In 1 Timothy 
Paul calls us back to the aim of our charge and tells us how we can get locked in to Gods call for us 
this summer. 

 
 
I. The Charge 

To start this letter, Paul calls the people back to something very basic.. He calls them back to the “charge”… 
He says, the aim of our “charge”… so what is this charge?? 
—> Paul finishes telling Timothy something, and says…(v.18) “this charge I entrust to you” 
same word here that we see in verse 5… so what is the charge?? 
“the saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to saves 
inners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that inmate, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in Him for eternal life. 
To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Tim 
1:15-17) 
—> The charge is the Gospel. The good news about the goodness of our God sending His son in to this world 
to take our sin and bring us back to life and restoration with Him.…… Paul is reminding and calling the church 
back to this truth and charge!  We know this…  
So why is Paul calling them back to this?? 

1) They’re drifting: 
-v:6/18-20… people were “swerving” from this and by doing so they were making a shipwreck of their 
faith.. How were they swerving?? 
• genealogies/myths   
• promotion of speculation  

-basically teachers and leaders in the church were getting up at teaching using their platforms as a 
means to overemphasize extra biblical stories that had become a part of the tradition of Judaism that 
came out of old genealogies in the OT. Their error was more in their emphasis than their content and 
Paul warned them because their leadership was generating never ending questions that were pointless, 
rather than contributing to the spiritual maturation of believers. (Eph 4:11)  
 
2) We drift 
—> we too need to be reminded of the Gospel because we get side tracked and lose sight of our target. 
we never graduate the gospel  
(2 Tim 2:8/14) 
—> And I think we can relate here at the end of the semester, we have been bombarded with school, 
applications, jobs, internship interviews, focusing on the summer, etc… We too need to be called back 
to the charge of our life and ministry! And so, even though we don’t struggle with getting carried away 
with genealogies and myths, we do struggle with getting sidetracked and off target from maturity in our 
faith. Because God is about your sanctification! He isn't just about your preservation until the end, he is 
about your growth!  

  



So what keeps us from the growth of our faith??  
1) in the school year, especially during times like these (finals), we just try to survive. We tell ourselves 
that we can’t expect to really grow and go deeper with the Lord during these busy times, because you 
just can’t. The reality is, life will only get busier. Just ask your table host…If we struggle to find ways to 
grow during the school year, then we will make excuses in the summer and continue down the same 
path. 
 
2) NO PLAN?? if you never sit down and take the time to pray and see where God is calling you to go 
deeper, or if you never sit down and look at you summer and ask yourself where you want to be in 3 
months, then you will never work back from there and take the steps and make the decisions you have 
to be there! (knowledge: GBC bible studies? Prayer?) 

 
—>there are more things that derail and make us drift, talk about them at your tables this morning.  
 
God doesn't want us to just be focused on how we are drifting and what we do it about it this morning, God 
reminds us of what the AIM of our life, summer, the Gospel in this one word love. He wants you to be 
reminded this morning that He loves you, regardless of how your semester has looked, where you find 
yourself this morning, He loves you, not for the stuff you can do for him or how well you do it. Because The 
aim/our target is not growth! It isn’t focus on yourself, your quiet time, your plan, etc.. but the Love of God 
can.. and that’s where Paul points us to as the driving factor behind our growth and our lives as believers.  
 

II. The “AIM” 
—> Paul says the aim of our charge, is LOVE.  
it is out of love that God sent His son, in order to save us from death and bring us into restored relationship 
with Him. It wasn't out of duty, or obligation, or a desire to just fix chaos. It was out of a deep, deep 
love. (John 3:16) (1 Timothy 2:3-6) (Romans 5:8)  
 
—> This is the aim. This is the initial pull for all believers, the love of God captures our hearts, and brings life 
to a cold/dead heart. We didn't just sign up, and give our lives away out of duty or obligation, or because 
God said so. We stepped in to relationship because we saw the ultimate love of our creator in pursuing us! 
 
“for the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all 
have died; and He died for all that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for 
their sake died and was raised.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)  
 
Point: I mean this is why I stepped in to ministry… I mean money was up there… but seriously, the love of 
God captured my heart and the same love that he poured out on me, He wants to now pour out to others 
through me.. If we aren't locked into this Aim, we are going to miss it. We are going to be way off target.  
 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,  not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” (2 Cor 5:17-
20)  
 
We now carry this charge wherever we go and it is with the aim of love…We love because He loved us first. 
Two things I want to touch on here: 
 

  



Don’t miss the aim this summer. It’s not about you, and your little growth.. It’s about God using you as His 
ambassador to love those around you and share that love that you’ve been given. God has specifically 
placed you this summer to love those who you will be around. (camp counselor, internship, around family 
more)  
 
This is our aim this summer: to be compelled by the love of Christ  
We then go share this love…  
 
WE ARE TO BE LOCKED IN TO HIS LOVE THIS SUMMER. THATS THE AIM. 
 
But I know, how easy it can be to lose sight of that. To even hear that god loves you personally and that is 
the aim of everything, but it not sink in to your heart. And honestly, I can’t make that happen for you 
through my words up here, only god by his spirit can do that.  
But Paul does tell us 3 things that can get us on or off that aim/target…  
 

III. ON/OFF TARGET   
 
—>All of these things are connected/intertwined, can’t really have one without the other.  
 
PURITY 

Purity for the Christian is keeping our hearts, minds and bodies holy, without moral blemish or stain for 
the purposes of God. 
This does include our battle with sexual temptation, lust, etc.. but it is so much more. What we fill our 
minds with, what we talk about, how we act, etc… 
HOME this summer? away from accountability and community? What are you going to do? Are you even 
prepared to battle this? 
This is probably the most important one out of the three.. God says in Matthew 5;8, that the pure in heart 
will see God.  We are called to holiness because our God is holy. How can we expect to be intimately 
connected to our God and His love if we are not about the things that our Lord is about.  
 

GOOD CONSCIENCE  
—>The internal analysis of right and wrong. It is basically the integrity of heart. You know who you are 
when no one else is around.  
—>God often nudges us in our conscience and it is at that point that we will either make the decision to 
obey and listen, or we push it down and suppress Gods spirit in our lives. We can quench it.  
 
“We should be careful not to go against the warnings of our consciences, having them programmed with 
God’s Word as we carry out our ministry.” 
 

SINCERE FAITH 
—> Example of my summer before my 5th year.. laziness, selfishness, I needed a break and took a 
vacation. This had extreme consequences on my walk with the Lord and the condition of my heart… 
 
—>You’ve worked hard this semester, some of you have lead with us, you're ready to sleep in, take a 
vacation, rest…and all those are goods things, but don't take a vacation from the Lord. Don't take a 
vacation from purity, our pursuit, or discipline. Use this time to rest in him, pursue Him! 
 
—> Some of us know we’ve missed it this semester, and before we think about having an effective 
summer and hitting our aim, we need to be recalibrated and refocused. We need to repent!  
 

  



“Jesus Christ is the healer of all diseases, the Conqueror of all enemies, the deliverer from all sin. If our 
failure teaches us to turn afresh to Him, and to find in Him the grace He gives to seek holiness, prayer, 
obedience, as we should, then this humiliation and shortcoming may become our greatest blessing.  

 
Remember that if we confess, he is faithful to forgive, that Jesus Christ can make our conscience clear, our 
heart and minds pure, and can lead us towards sincere faith no matter what this semester has looked 
like.  

 
Conclusion 

Recalibration:    
What did you aim for this semester?   
What is your aim for the summer?  

I challenge you as you wrap up this semester and get a little rest, to slow down and take a moment to really 
spend with the Lord. Thinking about your semester, your walk with Him, the summer ahead, and really think 
through what you want this summer to look like, what God would have for you this summer. 

 


