
NEXT STEPS TO STRENGTHEN YOUR MARRIAGE

• For engaged or seriously dating couples
• Topics: communication, conflict, finances, sexual 

intimacy, in-laws and expectations
• Tuesdays, Feb 7 – Apr 11, 7-8:45 pm,  

Grace Anderson campus
• Cost: $40 per couple (completion qualifies couple 

for $60 marriage license discount with  
State of Texas)

• For couples married 3 years or less
• Home group: 4-6 couples led by an experienced 

mentor couple
• Begins spring semester (meets 9-15 months)
• Cost: $20 per couple

• For couples married 5–55+ years
• Focus: connect with and support other couples 

while reigniting and improving your own marriage. 
Marriages in any condition can benefit, whether you 
are struggling or simply want to grow closer to-
gether as a couple. 

• Tuesdays, Jan 24-May 16, 7-8:45 pm, Grace  
Anderson campus

• Cost: $40 per couple

SERVE IN GRACE MARRIAGE MINISTRIES
Strengthen your own marriage and serve others by volunteering as a mentor or  
facilitating couple in one of the above marriage ministries. 

Email deanhoelscher@grace-bible.org for more information.

FOR ALL DETAILS AND TO REGISTER FOR A MARRIAGE GROUP:
http://www.grace-bible.org/connect/marriage/

QUESTIONS? deanhoelscher@grace-bible.org

event schedule
FRIDAY
5:45pm  Doors Open/Check-in
6:00   Dinner Buffet Opens
6:45   Welcome & Union Revival Concert
7:30   Break
7:45   Session 1 – Connect
8:30   Dismiss

SATURDAY
8:45am  Doors Open/Coffee & Snacks
9:00   Session 2 – Oneness
9:50   Break
10:05   Session 3 – Restore
10:50   Break
11:05   Session 4 – Empower
11:50   Closing



strengthening the core of your marriage
Session 1 – CONNECT
• John 13:34-35

• Truth: Couples who are CONNECTED by a covenant instead 
of a contract are more likely to be deeply satisfied and  
deeply committed in their marriage.

• What are some common contract arrangements that we use 
in our marriages? How and why do we abandon them?

• Implement: Consider which contract strategy you use most 
often. Not sure? Invite your spouse to share with you!

• Table Talk: Share with the other couples at your table your 
preferred contract strategy. 

Session 2 – ONENESS
• Genesis 2:24

• Truth: Couples who experience increasing levels of  
ONENESS and intimacy prioritize their relationship and see 
themselves on the same team.

• What are some of the most common threats to our second 
most important relationship?

• Implement: To help your marriage flourish consider ways to 
downgrade all other relationships (except with God) in your 
life. Practice using “we” and “us” and “ours” as often as pos-
sible each day.

• Table Talk: Share with the others at your table any particular 
threats to your marriage. Ask for input and suggestions for 
concrete ways to prioritize your spouse to the number two 
spot in your life.

Session 3 – RESTORE
• Matthew 18:21-35

• Truth: Couples who learn how to regularly forgive and  
RESTORE are often playful, refreshed, energized and  
creative! These marriages demonstrate restoration and the 
breath of new life that God offers all people.

• Explore and discuss the four typical myths about forgiveness 
that keep us from experiencing new life in  
our relationships.

• Implement: Practice the necessary steps/skills to offer and 
receive forgiveness in your marriage daily.

• Table Talk: Just with your spouse – ask for forgiveness about 
something specific that comes to mind. 

Session 4 – EMPOWER
• Galatians 5:22-26

• Truth: Just as God EMPOWERS and equips us to do things 
we could never do in our own strength, couples in healthy 
and thriving marriages can empower one another.

• Share two practical ways to inspire and empower your 
spouse to be and do far more in this world than could ever 
be accomplished alone.

• Implement: Serving, advocating for, protecting, champion-
ing, dreaming with and supporting your spouse will trans-
form your marriage … and this world!

• Table Talk: Share with your table something specific about 
your spouse that you admire. This can be something they do 
or something about their character. Be specific  
and elaborate.


