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Engaging the Needs of Our World 
 
 

The needs of the world are limitless. How should we respond? Serve...and then stop. Respond to the 
needs that are "near" you, and then remember that we worship and serve an unlimited God. 

 
Last Sunday – I had a strange experience… 

o At 9am, I visited the Young Families class. Introduced study of Ecclesiastes. 
o Vanity of vanities. All is vanity. 

o Then at 11am, I listened to Guff’s sermon:  Serve. Engage our world with God’s transforming grace. Start 
with campus, community and go to the world. 

o Which is it? BOTH? 
o We can meet some needs, and we should, but we can’t meet all needs 
o Stop the way the wind blows...frustration, wear ourselves out. 

 
Biggest barrier for us engaging in the needs around us is that we live in a world with SO MANY NEEDS - we 
simply get overwhelmed 

- Just watch CNN for a few weeks – you’ll get a new crisis almost every day!! 
- Economic  / Ukraine / Climate change / Border / ISIS / Ferguson / Ebola  
- There is literally a new crisis every time you turn on the news! 
- Not to mention what is happening with friends or within our own families 

 
2 ways people respond to unending stream of bad news… 

- Take it all on 
o They’re checking the news multiple times a day 

� wrong with our country… our parenting… our health 
o Can’t live joyful, peaceful lives 

� Feel responsible for everything 
 
- Tune it all out  

o Can’t fix problems like terrorism or Ebola…  
o So why think about other people’s problems at all?! 

� Tune into my life – family, career, hobbies, to-do list 
� I can’t cure Ebola but I can cut my lawn 

 
Some people tune it all out. Other people take it all in. NEITHER IS appropriate. 
How do we engage wisely and productively in the needs of this world? 

- Serve, then stop. 
- You can’t meet every need, but you can meet some needs 

 
SERVE (and then STOP) 
1. TUNE IN to others’ needs – Mt 14:13-14 

- Jesus did not tune people out. Challenging, convicting 
- So are you willing to listen and to care? 

o You can insulate yourself from the problems of the world 
� fill your life with work, hobbies, TV, Playstation…  

o God calls us to engage. Find fulfillment in taking our eyes off of self 
o So are you willing to listen and care? 



 

� If not, be honest with God… ask Him to grow you and make you willing 
o Let’s look at what real engagement looks like 

- Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-29 
o Jesus: using parable to expose man’s sin.  
o Man: where can I get off the hook and still be justified? 
o Luke 10:30 
o Background 

� “Certain man” = any man. Opportunity 
� “Wherever there is a human being, there is an opportunity for a kindness” (Seneca, 

Roman Statesman) 
� Reasonably common occurrence 
� Dangerous road 

• 21 miles; 3600 feet; narrow; dangerous; “the red and bloody way”  
• ex - bandits used one of their own as a decoy 
• requires physical stamina and courage 
• Unwise to travel alone 

o Luke 10:31-32 
� Fear (could be a trap), opinion of others, selfishness 

o Ex – Seminary; preparing sermon on Good Samaritan. Running late. Stopped by a street person. 
Blew him off. Wanted to say, “I’m preparing a sermon on helping my fellow man” 

o Would like to say I turned back, fed him, shared Jesus and he is now a missionary, but no. 
 
2. PRACTICE SACRIFICE – Luke 10:33-35 

- He couldn’t fix violence in general – but he could help the man in front of him 
o So he sacrificed MUCH to help that man 

� Risked his life – the robbers could have come back at any moment 
� Compassion 
� Time: lost a day of work 
� Oil and wine 
� 2 days wage; open-ended commitment; promise to return 

o He made a huge sacrifice to fix the problem in front of him – he held nothing back 
o Expect that God will call you to things that make you uncomfortable this year. 

- Luke 10:36-37 
o Jesus changed the question.  

� NOT, where can I draw the line and still feel justified? 
� To whom can I be a neighbor 
� “Neighbor” = one who is near 

- When God brings a problem your way, go big to fix that problem 
o Clicking “like” on FB doesn’t count 
o Giving $1 at the supermarket check-out line doesn’t count 

- God’s calling us to make real & extended sacrifices to meet the needs He brings  
 
3. KEEP THE GOSPEL FIRST 
the way we normally engage people with God’s grace is by meeting a need in their life 

- a financial, medical, emotional, or relational need 
- People won’t listen to what we have to say until they know we care about them 
- So if we want to tell them about Jesus, we must show we care by helping meet their needs 
- Ben – went through a phase where he only drank milk. No meat, vegetables 

o He needed more. He didn’t think so. 
- Doing good without concern for the gospel is not good 

o Fully fed and fully clothed but dead in sins, separated, not good 



 

o Of all the things people need in this world, there’s only one absolute need… Jesus 
o Easier, safer, less scary to just meet physical need 

- Only the Gospel has the power to change eternal destiny & transform 
 
STOP – Luke 4:40-44 
 
1. Needs are limitless – Mark 14:1-9 

- Disciples are angry.  
o Shouldn’t perfume have been sold & money given to the poor? 
o Judas departs to betray Him 

- Jesus responds by reminding His disciples, “you always have the poor with you.” 
o No matter how much money you give to the poor, you’ll never eliminate poverty 
o She stopped to WORSHIP ME 

- Jesus was not pessimistic; He was the ultimate realist!  
o even if you engineered perfect economic system and social programs 
o …sin would still destroy lives and make people poor 
o Our charitable giving can’t change that tragic reality  

- Jesus warned us that the overall direction our world is headed is not up 
o Mt 24:6-12 
o Despite all the efforts of churches, charitable organizations, the UN…  
o AND Christians, we will suffer 
o Until He returns, things will generally get worse 

2. You are limited 
- Bounded by time – only 24 hours a day; God made your body to demand STOPPING 
- Physical limitations; financial limitations 
- Jesus lived in our world, with our limitations 
- He only discipled 12 men 
- We can’t fix the brokenness in this world – only Jesus can fix it when He returns 
- So don’t try to own all the problems of this world 

o Not your responsibility to worry about this world, nation, community 
 
3. Focus on what is “near” you 

- Good Samaritan 
o Neighbor = “one who is near” 
o Real need that he could meet; Sacrifice required 
o And so he did at great sacrifice to himself  

You see these 2 principles perfectly balanced in Dt 15:11 
- You can’t fix poverty in general  
- but you must seek out and help particular poor people that God brings your way 
- Trust God: He can and will eventually meet all needs 

Mark 6:30-32 
• Setting: engaging in people’s needs spiritually and physically on their own 
• Setting: John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, just killed 
• When Jesus stopped, He stopped so that He could lean into God 

 
Application 

- Sacrifice to serve one person in need 
-  Seek an opportunity to share the gospel 

 


