
GO! Missions Week 2014 
 

There are so many desperate needs in this world we live in. How do we 

respond? Do we tune them all out; do we take them all in; or can we find a 

better way in God’s Word, a way that leads to both peace and productivity? 

Learn how to engage wisely with a broken and needy world.  

2 Guiding Principles from Jesus 

1. We can’t meet the needs of the world 
- Mark 14 – “you will always have the poor with you” 

o Jesus was the ultimate realist! 

- Jesus warned us that the overall direction our world is headed is not up 

o Matthew 24:6-12 – Pretty bleak! Things are not going to get better  

- You are NOT responsible to take in and own all the world’s problems 

o We can’t fix the brokenness in this world – only Jesus can fix it when He 

returns 

2. We must meet the needs in front of us 
- Luke 10:30-37 – The story of the Good Samaritan 

o Context 

 Common in Jesus’ day –dangerous road, travelers were often mugged 

o The priest & Levite come upon yet another person who’s been mugged… 

 There’s been so many – it’s an unending problem 

 If they help this guy, there will just be another guy next week 

 They’re busy men, and so… they tune him out 

o Jesus makes it clear: both the priest and Levite failed 

o It was the Samaritan who made the right choice 

 He couldn’t fix the bigger problem of violence 

 but he could help this one guy in need 

 and he did so at great sacrifice to himself 

- The first principle doesn’t absolve us of responsibility to help people in need 

- We are NOT ALLLOWED TO TUNE OUT the problems that God brings our way 

We see these 2 principles perfectly balanced in Deuteronomy 15:11 
- You can’t fix poverty in general 

- But you must seek out and help particular poor people that God brings your way 

 



4 Practical Steps to help you wisely respond to the needs of this world 

 

1. Be willing to LISTEN 
- When someone came asking for help, Jesus was always ready to listen 

- Matthew 14:13-14 

o Jesus had the perfect excuse to tune out the needs of the world, but when 

needs came, He listened 

- Are you willing to listen and care? 

- Do other people know you’re willing to listen and care? 

2. LET GO of what you can’t help fix 

- There’s a lot of problems in this world, and very few can be fixed by you 

- If you’re not part of the solution to a problem, you need to pray & then let it go 

- Focus only on the problems that God positioned you to help solve – let the rest go 

3. SACRIFICE much to fix what you can 

- Back to the Good Samaritan 

o He sacrificed MUCH to help: risked his life, spent money, took social risk 

- When God brings a problem your way, go big to fix that problem 

- God’s calling us to make real and extended sacrifices to meet the needs He brings, 

and God will bring needs to you 

- Are you willing to be like the Good Samaritan who GIVES MUCH and RISKS 

EVERYTHING to meet the needs God brings your way? 

4. Above all, keep the Gospel first 

- Charity without the Gospel is worthless 

- Of all the things people need in this world, there’s only one absolute need… Jesus 

- People need the peace, forgiveness, and eternal life that come through faith in Jesus 

You can’t fix all the problems in this world, but you can be the Good Samaritan 

and fix the problems right in front of you. 


