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Prepare Him Room 

Isaiah 40:3-5 
 
 

There was no room for Jesus in Bethlehem on that first Christmas. 2000 years later there's still no 
room for Jesus this Christmas in many of our lives. So let's make room in our schedules and prepare 
our hearts to celebrate the arrival of our Savior. 

 
Gracie and Luke first Christmas play – Gracie was Mary  

- Smiling because she stole the show with her one line…  
- “Come on Joseph. Let’s stop at this house. Maybe they’ll have a place for us to sleep tonight.” 
- Been practicing that line for weeks – I have it memorized many times over!  
- But if you just stop and think about it for a moment… it is a bit odd, isn’t it.  

o The Creator of Heaven and earth was about to arrive in human flesh… 
o and his mom had to ask for a room! 
o No one rolled out a red carpet.  
o No one prepared a place for the King of Kings to be born.  
o All they could spare was a manger where they kept their farm animals 

 
There was no room for Jesus in Bethlehem that first Christmas night 
 
2000 years later, there’s still no room for Jesus this Christmas in many of our lives 

- Christmas in America: a non-stop sprint from Thanksgiving to New Years 
- Presents to buy, parties to attend, decorations to hang, people to see, travel to arrange 
- Year-end business to finish, Christmas cookies to bake, cards to send, kids to entertain 
- And it’s not Christmas if you haven’t watched “Elf” at least 5 times! 
- How can we make room to celebrate Jesus’ arrival when we have so much to do?! 

 
It reminds me of a story I heard years ago: The Washington Post set up an experiment 

- Joshua Bell – world-famous violinist – play during rush hour in D.C. subway platform 
- plain clothes – violin case out for tips 
- When he plays in concert halls: earns $1000 per minute!! Pretty talented guy! 
- Playing a nice violin – $3.5M Stradivarius 
- Played for 45 minutes while 1100 people passed by 
- How many stopped, listened, tipped? 20! Only earned $32 
- Rest didn’t stop, listen, notice – totally ignored him 

They were in the presence of something absolutely extraordinary… and they missed it 
Why didn’t they stop? listen? recognize the incredible talent right in front of them?  
Because it was rush hour!!  

- busiest time of the day 
- they were rushing to work, trying not to be late 
- thinking about reports they had to finish… phone calls… problems… 
- minds so full of tasks to complete, simply no room to hear, notice extraordinary talent  

 
That’s the dilemma we face every Christmas 

- It’s become a 1000 page long to-do list - crowds out any room to celebrate Jesus 
- I fear that we have become exactly like those subway riders 

o so busy to get from one thing to the next, we miss the thing that matters most 



- There is no room for Christ in Christmas for so many of us – no time to stop & celebrate 
So I want to give you a couple ideas to help you keep Christ first this Christmas. 

- 2 ideas that will help you pause & celebrate incredible thing that happened 2000 yrs ago 
o when your God became human - when the Almighty became an infant…  
o …so that He could live a perfect life for you and die an atoning death for you 

I want to help you… 
Keep Christ first this Christmas 
 
1. Simplify your schedule 

- Read Matthew 13:3-8 (ESV) 
o The seed = the gospel 
o The soil = the human heart 
o The crop/harvest = good deeds that build God’s kingdom 
o The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th soils all represent believers – the gospel seed springs to life  
o But only one of those believers lives a productive life 
o The rocky soil fails to persevere in the trials of life. 
o But it’s the soil that falls among weeds that I want to focus on 

� Good soil – lots of things grow in it… Too many things!! 
� Not just gospel, but all the cares of this world grow 
� Result: little room for the gospel to grow – devotion to Jesus choked 

o That’s what Jesus says about this 3rd soil in His interpretation - read 13:22  
� He mentions two weeds: worry and wealth 

• If you make wealth your pursuit in life, it will choke your walk… 
o But that’s another sermon!! 

� Focus on 1st weed: the “cares of the world”  
• = those things that worry you or make you anxious 

� That’s a good description of how many of us feel during the holidays!  
• So much to do… so many people to please… so much to care about 
• Can choke out our ability to sit quietly in God’s Word & celebrate  

o Only solution: weed the garden! 
� Reduce the amount of worldly things you’re trying to get done 
� You only have a limited amount of time and energy 
� If you allow all those weeds to grow, you’ll have no room to celebrate Jesus 

- Reminds me of Jesus’ encounter with Mary and Martha – Luke 10:38-42 
o Feels like the holidays turn us all into a bunch of Marthas! 
o Notice: nothing Martha was doing was bad 

� cleaning house, preparing food, serving guests – all good stuff! 
o The problem: she let the good choke out the best! 

� left herself no room to sit quietly at Jesus’ feet 
o What should Martha have done? Been willing to disappoint other people! 

� If both she and Mary were sitting at Jesus’ feet 
• then no one’s serving food… refilling glasses… straightening house 
• balls are dropping… people disappointed… no “Hostess of the Year” 

� But that’s okay if that’s what it takes to sit at the feet of Jesus 
- I believe the reason we struggle so much during the holidays… 
- We’ve created an entirely unrealistic expectation of what we’re supposed to do  

o Where in the Bible does it say we must… decorate a tree, hang lights, buy & wrap presents, get 
pictures with Santa, visit all the relatives…? 

o All of those are good things, but none of them are truly essential! 
o We’re the ones who make them essential because we’re afraid of disappointing people 
o We try to please everyone… and leave no time to sit at Jesus’ feet. 



- Point is NOT to create guilt… not trying to add another thing to feel anxiety about 
- Exactly the opposite: Jesus is giving us permission to disappoint one another 

o if that’s what it takes to spend time at His feet this Christmas 
o It’s okay to have sandwiches for Christmas… to not decorate… to not send cards… 
o If that’s what it takes to free up time to spend in His Word 

- Jesus is giving us freedom to simplify this Christmas – to slow down & be with Him 
- Let’s simplify our schedules so we can heed the words of Psalm 46:10  

o Cease striving long enough to remember: there is a God who loves you!  
o Maybe this should be the verse we put on our Christmas cards! Theme verse for Christmas 

- Let’s get practical: choose one thing this Christmas to drop from your list 
o You don’t need to get radical – don’t need to stop everything 
o Just choose one tradition, one task, one obligation that’s on your to-do list 
o And let it go… let that ball drop 
o So you can spend time at the feet of Jesus celebrating His arrival 

 
That’s the first way to keep Christ first this Christmas. Here’s the second… 
2. Recognize your need  

- Every good story needs a bad guy… in the Gospels: The Pharisees 
o The religious elite in 1st Century Israel 
o Rich enough to spend all day, every day studying & practicing Law 

� boiled it down to 613 commands – spent all day keeping that check-list 
o They got very good at keeping the list!! 

� Paul in Philippians… “blameless” in the eyes of the Pharisees 
o They believed that they weren’t sinners like common people – read Mt 9:10-11 

� Notice how the Pharisee distinguishes himself from those “sinners”  
o So when Jesus offered to save people from sin… they weren’t interested 

� They didn’t need a Savior, so why should pay any attention to Jesus? 
- Hopefully none of us are quite as arrogant as the Pharisees! 
- But we make the same mistake: we underestimate our need for Jesus 

o That’s certainly true of the average American  
� believes: God exists, heaven real, get there if good deeds outweigh bad 
� If you’re better than most, never done anything really bad, try to be good….  
� then surely God will let you into heaven! 

o Not according to Jesus – tells us how good we must be to get into heaven 
� Matt 5:20  

• Pharisees did good deeds all day, never committed cardinal sins 
• But they’re not getting in – not good enough 

� So how good do you have to be to get into heaven? Matt 5:48 
• To earn heaven: must be absolutely perfect – as perfect as God is 
• INCREDIBLY BAD NEWS for self-righteous people 

o Most people are honest enough to admit they don’t measure up to that standard 
o We are all sinners – none of us deserves to get into heaven 
o That is why we desperately need a Savior  
o And that is why Christmas is such good news – John 3:16 

� If you choose to believe in Jesus… then you receive eternal life as a free gift 
� Heaven isn’t something you earn – it’s a gift paid for by Jesus 
� All you must do is say, “Thank you God for sending your Son…” 

o When you stand before God and He asks, “Why should I let you into heaven?”  
� Only acceptable answer = “Because of Jesus”  
� It’s not because of me – it’s because Jesus died & rose to save me from my sins 

o I hope you believe that! If you don’t, I hope you’ll come talk to me or email me. 



- If you do believe that… the good news is that you have eternal life. 
- The bad news is… still so easy to underestimate how much we need Jesus every day! 

o That’s really why Jesus gets so little of our attention during the holidays 
o Because we believe what we need most is to finish to-do list, not spend time with Jesus 
o That’s something I struggle with, even as a pastor...  

� I talk about Jesus, I teach about Jesus… 
� but most days I live as if what’s most important to me is getting stuff done! 

- I need to be reminded often of Paul’s words in Phil 3:8 
o “rubbish” – weak translation. In Greek it’s a curse word 
o I’m not an apostle so I won’t say it from the pulpit - just let you fill in the blank! 
o As you think about all you have to do before Christmas, Paul wants you to remember…. 

� Buying presents is you-know-what compared to knowing Christ more 
� Decorating is you-know-what... Finishing your to-do list…  

o All the things we make ourselves do for Christmas... they are you-know-what… 
- It’s what the Psalmist tells us in – read Ps 42:1-2 

o He recognized his desperate need for God every day  
o Time with the Lord was as essential to his spiritual life as water to his physical life 

 
- If we want to keep Christ 1st in Christmas…  
- We must remind ourselves that what we really need today, tomorrow, next day is… 

o NOT to cross another item off our to-do list 
o Time with Jesus in His Word  
o Every day that includes no time at the feet of Jesus… is a wasted day! 

 
- This Christmas let’s not be like the Pharisees who missed the arrival of their Savior because they 

would not recognize their need to be saved 
o Let’s choose to believe that we can’t make it through this holiday without spending time at the 

feet of Jesus 
 
We need to simplify our schedules. 
We need to recognize and remember our desperate need for time with the Lord in His Word. 
 
Finally, turn to Isaiah 40… 
I want to leave you with a prophecy about Jesus given 700 years before He arrived 
 
Read Isaiah 40:3-5 

- Isaiah pictures God far from His people  
o wilderness, desert, mountain, valley between them 
o that’s how the Israelites felt in 700 BC – far from God because of their sins 

- But God promised to change that soon! 
o God was coming in person, in the flesh, to heal and restore 
o God is talking about the first Christmas – when God came in human flesh to save 

- But the people needed to get ready for His arrival 
o They needed to “prepare the way”  
o Lift up every valley, smooth every mountain = prepare their hearts 

- They lived before the incarnation, we live after. But same command applies today. 
o As we prepare for Christmas God is calling us to “prepare the way”  
o to make room in our hearts and schedules to celebrate the gift of God’s Son 

- Put Christ at the center of Christmas in our hearts and in our families  
 
 



And let me give you one final idea to help you: 
- I had you turn to Isaiah 40 so you could mark this page in your Bible 
- Isaiah 40-66 one of most beautiful sections in entire Bible – worship, theology, poetry 
- Read 1 chapter a day starting today – will last you through first week of January 
- If you prefer New Testament – read Luke, 1 chapter a day – 24 chapters 
- Make room in your holiday schedule to spend time each day in Isaiah or Luke 

 
Take time to sit at the feet of Jesus this Christmas  

- to listen to His Word, speak to Him in prayer, worship Him and give thanks 
- Put Him first, because He’s all that really matters. 

 


