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Five Pictures of the Son 

 
 

If God had a hallway and liked photographs, what pictures of Jesus would God the Father hang on 
his wall? No doubt these five portraits of the Son would be among His favorites. 

 
How many of you have pictures of your family hanging in your hallway or living room or on a table or the 
mantle? 

- probably most of us have pictures of our kids! 
- number of pictures increase as our kids age 
- in many homes you can trace the life story of each kid just by following the line of pictures 

o newborn picture… 1st birthday… little league… graduation… wedding… grandkids 
- as a visitor moves down the hallway they see the story of your child’s life 

o his biggest accomplishments… her most memorable days 
 
So this morning I’d like us to ask… 
“What pictures of Jesus would God the Father hang on His wall?” 

- I don’t know if there are hallways or pictures in heaven – just humor me! 
- I can’t answer that exhaustively because I’m not God 
- But I can tell you about 5 pictures that I know are there 

o 5 portraits of Jesus the Father loves to share with all who will stop and look 
o If God had a wallet, these are the first 5 pictures He’d pull out! 

 
1) The Newborn Picture 

- Everyone has them.  
- What adjectives come to your mind: beautiful, peaceful, soft, cuddly, clean 
- Jesus’ newborn picture would have looked a little different 

o wasn’t born in a hospital and wrapped in sanitary blankets 
o born in an animal trough before the days of running water 

- Everything would have been filthy! 
o Joseph tried to wipe the blood off Jesus with whatever rag he could find 
o but still covered in blood mixed with dust, hay, and dung 
o NOT a cute baby picture! 

- It’s what Isaiah told us to expect 700 years before Jesus came… Isaiah 53:2  
- No modern American would ooh and aah over Jesus’ newborn picture 

o offensive… revolting… because babies shouldn’t be born in these conditions 

o especially this baby! 
- But as you stare at that picture… begin to understand the incredible depth of humility displayed by the 

Son that first Christmas  
o He’s Creator and King – didn’t have to become human – that alone was humility 

o but didn’t just become human… became a poor human  
o chose to be born in squalor and filth like a pauper or a slave 

o Philippians 2:5–7  



- Jesus’ newborn picture wouldn’t bring to mind words like “beautiful, peaceful, soft, clean” 

- It should bring to our mind words like…  
o “humility”… or even “humiliation” – the king of the universe covered in filth  

� I imagine Satan rejoiced to see that! 
o “sacrifice” – He left the beauty and bliss of heaven for abject squalor 
o “love”… for us and for His Father – that’s what motivated such sacrifice  

� Out of love Jesus became not just one of us, but one of the poorest of us. 
- That’s the 1st picture: a newborn picture of humility, sacrifice, and unparalleled love 

 
Now you move down hallway to 2nd portrait… and this one is odd 

- out of chronological order – goes backwards in time 
- like those black and white Old West pictures that families get at theme parks 
- except this one isn’t fake, and it’s not from the Old West… it’s much, much older 
- this is the Father’s oldest picture of His Son… picture of Jesus, the Eternal Creator 

 
2) The Oldest Picture: Eternal Creator 

- Every baby begins life in the womb of his or her mother… but not Jesus 
- John tells us about this unusual child he calls the Word of God… John 1:1-4 

o John talks about life “In the beginning” – what existed before anything was created 
o there was already God the Father and Son… and from other passages, the Spirit 
o Trinity – uncreated, without beginning or end 
o So on first Christmas when Jesus was born, He was already infinite years old! 

- Read John 8:58  
o before Abraham born in ~2100 BC, Jesus says “I am”  
o uses present tense because no past tense time before He existed / no future tense time 
o there is only the eternal present for the Son of God 
o Jesus did not begin to exist in Mary’s womb – had already existed forever 

- “In Him was life” – not dependent on Mary for life – Creator of life & everything! 
o He created the wood that became His crib 
o He created the grass that became the hay that kept Him warm 
o He even created the woman who gave Him birth! 

- So don’t be fooled by all the manger scenes with their tiny, helpless baby Jesus figurines!  
o don’t forget that little baby is eternal, almighty divinity clothed in human flesh 
o He was small only by choice… weak by choice… dependent by choice 
o at any moment He could have gone all “Mount of Transfiguration” on his parents! 
o but in obedience to the Father and out of love for us, He chose the path of humility 

- Point of 2nd photo: help us never forget that this was no mere baby! 
Now for the 3rd picture of God’s Son… 
 
3) The Perfect Picture: Ideal Man 

- God created humans to glorify Him and serve Him in righteousness and truth 
- But we failed  

o starting with Adam, all of us have chosen to sin / disobey / serve ourselves 
o Rom 3: all of us are sinners who have fallen short of God’s glory 
o all with one exception… 



- John 17:4  
o Jesus is the only person who’s ever earned the right to say those words 
o only person to ever fully glorify God and accomplish His will 

- This is Jesus in the wilderness with Satan 
o without food for 40 days, Satan tempts Him with bread… and Jesus says “no” 
o Satan tempts Him with fame… and Jesus says “no” 
o Satan tempts Him with power and comfort… and Jesus says “no”  
o Jesus did what no human had done before – endured temptation to the absolute limit and still 

chosen to obey 
- As the author of Hebrews puts it…Hebrews 4:14–15  
- This is a picture the Father can’t help but be proud of! His Son, the perfect man 

o always true, good, righteous – the model we should strive to live up to 
Now you would expect the Perfect Man to live a blessed life, right?  

- wise, truthful, righteous, compassionate 
- kind of guy every father wants for his daughter… every company wants for a boss… every nation wants 

for a leader 
- but that’s not how it worked out in this fallen, sinful world 
- Jesus was not honored for His perfection… He was crucified for it 
- That’s the 4th picture: Jesus on the cross 

 
4) The Happy/Sad Picture 

- Makes the Father incredibly sad because it was a moment of extreme suffering for His Son 
- But also makes Him incredibly happy because it was a demonstration of incredible love! 
- Turn to Isaiah chapter 53 

o Long before 1’st Christmas… both painful tragedy and sacrificial love were already connected 
with the life of Jesus 

- read Isa 53:4-6 
o The Perfect Man would make the ultimate sacrifice for His far-from-perfect peers 
o He who committed no sin became sin on our behalf 
o Why? Because God must do what’s right 

� sin must be punished, evil must be judged 
� we are sinful / evil… so our sin and evil must be judged and punished 
� There is no other way 

o So God the Son did the most loving thing anyone has ever done 
� took our sins upon Himself and suffered our punishment in our place 

o the Father laid on Him the iniquity of us all so that by His wounds we are healed 
- As Paul says in Rom 6…Romans 6:23  
- That’s the good news of Christmas 

o not that Jesus became a baby 
o but that He became a baby to grow into a man who would die in our place 
o so that we could receive forgiveness and eternal life as a free gift 

- That’s why we give presents to each other: to remind ourselves that God’s given us the greatest gift of 
all 

o His Son to die in our place and rise from the dead so we could be forgiven 
 



- But like all gifts, you’ve got to receive it 
o When Julie buys me present, wraps it, puts under tree…not mine unless I receive it 
o If I say “No thanks,” she’s not going to force it on me 
o Just like God doesn’t force salvation on us 
o We must say, “Yes God, I believe you’re offering me eternal life as a gift though Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, and I want that” 
- If there’s something holding you back from saying “Yes” to God’s gift of eternal life 

o please come talk to me or someone else here today 
o we don’t have everything figured out – still have questions, struggles, doubts 
o but we are convinced that there’s a God who loves you so much… 
o we desperately want you to receive that gift today 

 
Now for the 5th and final picture of God the Son 

- God doesn’t want you to linger too long on the picture of Jesus on the cross 
- because He didn’t stay there – world-changing moment that didn’t last long!  
- it’s time to see Jesus as He is today… 

 
5) The Current Picture: Conquering King 

- final portrait comes from Revelation – turn to Rev 1 
- Jesus was crucified on a Friday, buried in tomb… but didn’t stay there long 
- rose on Sunday, revealed Himself to His followers, ascended to heaven 
- where Apostle John meets Him in a vision in Rev 1… read Rev 1:14-18 

o when Jesus came to earth: not attractive, poor, humble, a servant 
o none of that is true of Jesus anymore! 
o He is now glorious, awesome, terrifying to behold!! 

� remember this is John – walked with Jesus, planted churches, wrote NT! 
� yet when he sees Jesus, falls down like a dead man 

- Jesus is terrifyingly glorious… and terrifyingly powerful 
o chapter 19 – John tells us what will happen when Jesus returns to set things right 
o read Rev 19:11,15,21  
o “sword” metaphor for words 
o Jesus speaks and all human armies lined up against Him die in an instant 
o Armageddon – most boring battle in the history of the human race! 

� no marching, fighting, heroics… Jesus speaks & everyone dies 
o That’s how powerful Jesus is today: He speaks and evil dies instantly 

- Today Jesus is no longer the filthy infant in the manger, humble man living like a servant, sacrificial 
lamb on the cross… He’s the invincible King of kings! 

o if He showed up right now we couldn’t look at Him – we’d be cowering like John 
o that’s who we worship on Christmas: not a little baby… a conquering King 

 
That’s what many of us need to remember this week 

- statistically: week after Christmas one of the worst for depression and suicide 
- Christmas is supposed to be incredibly happy… filled with peace and goodwill 
- but it’s not for most people 

o good moments… but lots of stress & never quite lives up to expectations 



- so if you’re feeling discouraged, depressed, overwhelmed, exhausted… 
- focus on these pictures of God the Son 

o who loves you so much that He chose to born in squalor, filth, and weakness 
o who created all things and has known you and loved you for all time 
o who lived a perfect life 
o and died a sacrificial death so you could have forgiveness and life as a free gift 
o who rose victorious and is now our conquering king who will return soon to set all things right 

 
These 5 pictures are why Jesus is worthy of all our worship and obedience 
These 5 pictures are why we have freedom from shame and guilt and hope for the future 
 
Jesus has set you free from sin and will set you free from death… so let’s give thanks! 
 


