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Church Discipline and the Perfect Love of God 
Hebrews 12:5-11 

 
 

Like any loving father, God disciplines His people. He loves us and knows that holiness is the best 
path to a close relationship with Him and with His church. Church discipline is a tool that God uses to 
preserve the holiness and purity of His church, to protect Christ's reputation in the world, and to 
restore sinners who repent. 

 
• What is the foundation of church discipline? 

– God’s love (Hebrews 12:5-11).  
 
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; For those 
whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.” It is for discipline that 
you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But 
if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much 
rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to 
them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment 
seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness.  
Hebrews 12:5–11  
 

• What are the goals of church discipline?  
– To preserve the church’s purity (1 Cor 5:6-8). 

 
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out 
the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover 
also has been sacrificed. Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  
1 Corinthians 5:6–8  

– To protect Christ’s reputation (1 Peter 2:11-12). 
 
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
1 Peter 2:11–12  

– To restore sinners (Gal 6:1-2). 
 
Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, 
and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  
Galatians 6:1–2  

  



• What situations result in church discipline? 
– For members only 
– For unrepentant sin that threatens the church community. 

 
Sins that result in discipline: 

• Heretical teaching (Titus 1:10-11, 13-14). 
 
For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 
who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach 
for the sake of sordid gain…For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the 
faith. 
Titus 1:10-11, 13-14  

• Sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 5) 
• Divisiveness (Titus 3:10-11) 

 
Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is 
sinning, being self-condemned.  
Titus 3:10–11  

• Disorderly conduct (2 Thess 3:6, 11) 
 
Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every 
brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6  
 

• What is the process of church discipline? 
 
“If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. But 
if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every fact may be confirmed. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
Matthew 18:15–17  
 
The process: 

• Go in private.  
• Bring a friend or two.  
• Tell church leadership (i.e. the elders).  
• Publicly rebuke (1 Tim 5:20).  

 
Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning.  
1 Timothy 5:20  

• Disassociate. 
 
“The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness, and 
truth; who keeps lovinghkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He will 
be no means leave the guilty unpunished.” 
Exodus 34:6-7 
 



Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His 
possession? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love. He will again 
have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, You will cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea. 
Micah 7:18-19 
 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  
1 John 1:9 
 

• Examine your heart.  
• Pray for our church.  

 
 


