
Hard Sayings of Jesus 

Part 1 



Acts 2:23  

“...this Man [Jesus], delivered over by the 

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 

godless men and put Him to death.”  

 



Matthew 12:31–32  

“Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy 

shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against 

the Spirit shall not be forgiven. Whoever speaks a 

word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven 

him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it 

shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in 

the age to come.” 



• Are the earthly consequences sin(s) always the same? Are 

the heavenly judgments of sin(s) always the same? 

• Are all sins equal in the sight of God, or are some sins 

worse than others? Can you think of any verses that 

support your answer? 

• Have you, or someone you know, ever feared that there is a 

sin(s) that would cause you to forfeit salvation? What sin, or 

categories of sin, creates this kind of fear? 

Discussion Questions 



The Unpardonable Sin 

• Origen: post-conversion relapse into sin 

• Augustine: evidence of Purgatory 

• Irenaeus: lack of response to gospel 
invitation 

• John Bunyan: those who “sinned away their 
day of grace” 



Context of the Bible 

Mankind was promised “rest” 

Israel created to bring “rest” to the world 

Israel was promised a king to provide “rest” 

Jesus offered Himself as that King 



Context of Matthew 

Matthew 1-11: The King Revealed 

Matthew 12-27: The King Rejected 

Matthew 28: The King Victorious 



Context of Matthew 
Matthew 1-11: The King Revealed 

• Birth of the King (1-2) 

• Preparation of His subjects (3:1-17) 

• Preparation of the King (3:18-4:11) 

• Unveiling of the King (4:12-11:24) 

• Offer of the King (11:25-30) 



Jesus of fers Sabbath “Rest”  

Matthew 11:28–30  

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, 

and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you 

and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My 

yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  



Acts 2:23  

“...this Man [Jesus], delivered over by the 

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 

godless men and put Him to death.”  

 



• Don’t live in fear 

• Live wisely 

 

Application 


