


“The steel of greatness is forged in the pit. 
It’s true of all of us. Don’t ever forget that, 
especially when you’re in the pit and 
you’re convinced there’s no way anything 
of value will come of it.” 
 

 
 Charles R. Swindoll 

Paul (Great Lives Series). 







• Our Culture 
• Our Intelligence 
• Our Success 

 

 



“You must picture me alone in that room in 
Magdalen, night after night, feeling, whenever my 
mind lifted even for a second from my work, the 
steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so 
earnestly desired not to meet. That which I greatly 
feared had at last come upon me. In the Trinity 
Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God 
was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, that 
night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in 
all England.  

― C.S. Lewis,  
Surprised by Joy 



“I did not then see what is now the most 
shining and obvious thing; the Divine humility 
which will accept a convert even on such 
terms. The Prodigal Son at least walked home 
on his own feet. But who can duly adore that 
Love which will open the high gates to a 
prodigal who is brought in kicking, struggling, 
resentful, and darting his eyes in every 
direction for a chance of escape?” 

― C.S. Lewis 
Surprised by Joy 



“The words “compelle intrare,” compel 
them to come in, have been so abused be 
wicked men that we shudder at them; but, 
properly understood, they plumb the depth 
of the Divine mercy. The hardness of God is 
kinder than the softness of men, and His 
compulsion is our liberation.” 

― C.S. Lewis 
Surprised by Joy 





• Get Alone with God 
 

 



If you’re planning to embark on a master’s 
journey, you might find yourself bucking 
current trends in American life.  Our hyped-
up consumerist society is engaged, in fact, 
in an all-out war on mastery.  We see this 
most plainly in our value system… 

― George Leonard 
Mastery 



Our society is now organized around an 
economic system that seemingly demands a 
continuing high level of consumer spending.  
We are offered an unprecedented number of 
choices as to how we spend our money.  We 
have food, clothing, housing, transportation, 
and medical care. We are also enticed by a 
dazzling array of appealing non-necessities - 
VCRs, vacation cruises, speedboats, microwave 
ovens. 

― George Leonard 
Mastery 



“As my book found an audience, I began to hear 
from more and more of my readers. Some sent me 
messages, while others cornered me after public 
appearances—but many of them asked the same 
question: What about their personal lives? They 
agreed with my arguments about office 
distractions, but as they then explained, they were 
arguably even more distressed by the way new 
technologies seemed to be draining meaning and 
satisfaction from their time spent outside of work.” 
 

― Cal Newport  
Digital Minimalism  



“All of humanity’s problems stem from 
man’s inability to sit quietly in a room 
alone.”  
 

―Blaise Pascal 
  



• Get alone with God 
• Let God alone work on you 

 

 



1 Corinthians 15:9  
For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the 
church of God. 

 
  



1 Timothy 1:15  (ESV)  
15 The saying is trustworthy and 
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 

 
  



“Let God have your life; He can do 
more with it than you can."  
 

―Dwight L. Moody 
 
  





• We Need People 
• People Need us 

 

 



Galatians 2:11-14  (ESV) 
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I 
opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. 12 For before certain men came 
from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; 
but when they came he drew back and 
separated himself, fearing the circumcision 
party.13 And the rest of the Jews acted 
hypocritically along with him, so that even 
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.  
  



Galatians 2:11-14  (ESV) 
14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in 
step with the truth of the gospel, I said to 
Cephas before them all, “If you, though a 
Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how 
can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”  
  



• We Need People 
• People Need us 

 

 





• Some Deployed Here 
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