


“Among those that are born of women 
there has not arisen a                                

greater than John the Baptist.” 
(Matthew 11:11) 



“Among those that are born of women 
there has not arisen a                                

greater than John the Baptist.” 
(Matthew 11:11) 

 
- Jesus 



Origin (Luke 1:5-45) 
– Born to Zacharias and Elizabeth 

• “And they were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6) 

– Elizabeth was related to Mary 
• John and Jesus were cousins 



Prophecies: Prepare Israel for her Messiah 
– Isaiah 40:3 

• A voice cries out, “In the wilderness prepare a way for 
the LORD; construct in the desert a road for our God.’” 

– Malachi 3:1 
• “I am about to send my messenger, who will prepare 

the way before me. Indeed, the Lord you are seeking 
will suddenly come to his temple, and the messenger 
of the covenant, whom you long for, is certainly 
coming,” says the LORD who rules over all. 
 



Demeaner 
– Clothing made from camel’s hair with a leather 

belt around his waist, and his diet consisted of 
locusts and wild honey (Matt. 3:4) 
•  Contrasted many of the religious leaders of Jerusalem 

who lived in relative ease and luxury 
• Appearance similar to the Prophet Elijah (2 Kgs. 1:8) 

– Somewhat reclusive, ascetic 
• John came neither eating nor drinking… (Matt. 11:18) 

 



Message 
– Points to Jesus 

• Behold, the Lamb of God! (John 1:29) 
• Not worthy to untie His sandal… (Luke 3:16) 
• He must increase, but I must decrease. (John 3:30) 

– Repentance 
• Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand! (Mt. 3:2) 

– Judgment 
• Divine Retribution. “Wrath to come… winnowing fork… 

unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:10, 12) 
 





1. Resistance. 
• The followers of the King will face 

opposition 



24: Final Rejection  
 
30: “Whoever is not with me is against me…” 
 
37b: “by your words you will be condemned.” 



Parable of the Sower – Only a part of gospel 
preaching will bear fruit. 
 
Parable of the Wheat and Tares – Points to the 
work of Satan as the kingdom’s enemy 
 
Parables of the Mustard and Yeast – Insidious 
opposition could be expected 



• “And so they took offense at him. But 
Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not 
without honor except in his hometown 
and in his own house.’” (v. 57) 



“For Herod had seized John and bound him 
and put him in prison for the sake of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.” 



2. Renown. 
• The followers of the Evil One pursue 

preservation of power and reputation 



“because John had been saying to him, ‘It is 
not lawful for you to have her.’ And though 
he wanted to put him to death, he feared 
the people, because they held him to be a 
prophet.” 



“At that time Herod the tetrarch heard 
about the fame of Jesus, and he said to his 
servants, “This is John the Baptist. He has 
been raised from the dead; that is why 
these miraculous powers are at work in 
him.” 



3. Return. 
• The Kingdom of God will be fully established 

on Earth at Jesus’ second coming 



“And his disciples came and took the body and 
buried it, and they went and told Jesus.” (v. 12) 
 



“And his disciples came and took the body and 
buried it, and they went and told Jesus.” (v. 12) 
 
“Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew…” (v. 13a) 
 



“And his disciples came and took the body and 
buried it, and they went and told Jesus.” (v. 12) 
 
“Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew…” (v. 13a) 
 
“And they all ate and were satisfied.” (v. 20a) 



4. Righteousness. 
• Resolutely respond to resistance with 

righteous living 



4. Righteousness. 
• Resolutely respond to resistance with 

righteous living 
1) Teach Truth 

 Willing to sacrifice comfort for the sake of teaching 
about the Kingdom 

2) Love Well 
 Fierce in your convictions but gentle in your practice 



1. Reflect and Repent! 
 

2. Engage! 



5. Reflect. 
• The followers of the King reflect the 

anticipated Kingdom of God 



1. Resistance. 
2. Renown. 
3. Return. 
4. Righteousness. 
5. Reflect. 




